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MISS HANNAH MORE, 

A LADY 
MOST WORTHY OF ADMIRATION, 

HER POETICAL ABILITIES, 
5iER ELEGANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 

AN D 

*HER GOODNESS OF HEART, 

ITHIS ATTEMPT TO ELUCIDATE 

THE MYSTERiaUS STORY 

OF ONE OF THE OBJECTS 

OF HER BENEFICENCE, 

ns WITH ALL RESPECT INSCRIBED, 

SY HER MOST FAITHPUL* 

AHD MOST DBVOTED SERVAMT, 

THE TRANSLATOR, 

-JVJUM 25, I7S5. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 



s, 



aXTEEN years have elapfed fihce 
tlie little narrative was firft pub- 
lilhed (without the Tranflator's name) 
which will be found in the following, 
pages- The unhappy Louifa was at 
that time eonfidered as an object of 
very general intereft and curiofity^ 
both here^ and on the Continent of 
Europe. A more convincing proof 
of this faA cannot be adduced, thaa 
the pamphlet in queftbn;. which, al* 
though from its tendency it was 
a 3 circulated 
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circulated with extreme cautiorr^ 
found its way into every part of the 
cxtenfive Dominions of the houfe of 
Auftria, and was confidered" of fuffir 
cient importance by the then reigning 
Sovereign to be fuppreffed by his own. 
immediate command and authority; 

To thofe perfons who are ac- 
quainted with the fafts detailed in a 
late interefting work, publiflied by 
Nathaniel William Wtaxall, Efq. 
containing memoirs of the Court of 
Vienna in the years 1777, 1778, and 
1 7751, the co-incidence between the 
ftory of La Freulen and that of Louifa 
will appear to be more than poflTible; 
The licentious character of the Em- 
peror Francis I. and the pious anxiety 
of his auguft widow to dtaw a veil 

oveE 



ever his irregularities, afford the -mod 
perfeft folution to every circumftance 
in the prefent narrative, which might 
otherwife be deemed obfcure and 
enigmatical.- 

Soon after the firft edition of this 
work had made its appearance in an 
Englifti drefs, the poor Louifa, from 
a ftate of temporal and partial jn^- 
fanity, fell into total idiocy, and de*- 
privation of mental faculties. The 
names of every perfon mentioned in 
the French narrative were repeatedly 
and anxioufly recited to her^ under 
an idea of arrefting her attention, and, 
if poffible, of eftabUftiing the faft, 
en the fuppofition of which the work 
had been publi(hed. But the filence 
and referve, from which in her more 
a 4 lucid 
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fucid intervals (he had never beea 
induced to depart, was now changed 
into the apathy and torpor of morbid 
infenfibility. The fecret, whatever it 
was, is probably dead with her 3 for 
there is now" very little profpeft of its 
being further elucidated. 

The idea therefore held out m 
this narrative remains precifely ia 
its original ftate, neither fupported 
nor controverted by any evidence from 
abroad, fubfequent to the firft ap- 
pearance of this work. At a moment 
when the death of the poor Louifa 
has in fome degree recalled the at- 
tention of the public to her myfte- 
rious ftory, it has been judged proper 
to reprint the narrative, which on a 
former occafion was fo eagerly re- 
ceived^ 
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ceived, and fo rapidly and difFufively 
circulated. 

P. S. Some very curious and au- 
thentic documents, tranfmitted from 
Briftol by Mrs. Hannah More, are now> 
by the obliging permiiSon of that 
excellent lady, fuffered to be printed 
at the end of this little work, on a 
condition which the Tmnflator eagerly 
accepts; that of affixing his own 
name to the prefent edition, He 
cannot but avail himfelf with pleafure 
of a privilege, which allows him to 
make himfelf known, as one of the 
mod obliged and moft grateful of her 
friends. 

Hanwell ReSlory^ 
February 27,. 1801. 

TKJi 



t ^ J 



THE 

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.. 



June 26, 1785;. 

JL HE following narrative was 
tranfmitted from the Continent, a. 
few days fince, to a lady of diflinftion,. 
who had refided for fome years abroad. 
Under the fanftion of that lady*s 
confent, it is here offered to the public 
in an Englifh drefs. 

The original traft makes its ap- 
pearance without either name or 
place, or any other date than that, 
of the prcfent year*^ It is entitled, 
" L*^Inconkue, 

* 1785. 
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•* L'Inconnue, Histoire Ve- 
" RiTABLE," and originates mod 
probably in fome part of the Imperial 
dominions. 

By way of introduftion to the 
narrative, the author gives us the 
affecting recital of the fufferings of a 
poor female ftranger in the neighbours- 
hood of Briftol, tranflated into French 
from the account then recently pub- 
lifhed in feveral Englilh news-papers*. 
Hfe leaves it to his readers to deter*- 
mine, whether the fufferer in both 
inflances is or is not one and the fame 
perfon. 

The Englifh editor is equally de- 
firous to fubmit this queftion to the 
decifion of the public; nor is it pof*- 

fibte 
* See the « T^LE of REAL WOE," p. xvil 



fible to attain to any thing beyond? 
mere prefumptive evidence in . this* 
matter; the poor ftranger*s intelleAs^ 
being fo deranged, as to preclude 
any further information from that 
quarter. 

Whatever improbability or inco- 
herence may by an attentive reader 
be difcoverable in her ftory, iht Jiof- 
Ability of its being true muft certainly 
be admitted. And indeed it is on* 
this ground that we prefent the fol- 
lowing pages to the confideration of 
our countrymen; to whom we fliould 
pay but a very dubious compliment^ 
were we to offer to their notice what 
appeared to ourfelves impoffible or 
abfurd : fuch a conduft would rather 
be an infult offered to their under- 

flanding^ 
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'ftanding, than a laudable defire of 
^contributing to ^heir information of 
-amufement. 

If any difficulty fliould arife in the 
mind of the reader, on account of 
the poor wanderer's proficiency in the 
Englifh language, this we think will 
in a great degree be folved, when it 
is remembered, that between the time 
-of her difmiffion from Quievraing, 
i^nd her fuppofed appearance in the 
lieiglibourhood of Briftol, feveral years 
had elapfed, of which no account 
whatever has been given: And there 
Is no improbability in the idea, that 
this unfortunate ftranger might du- 
ring this period of her life, have been 
fo fituated, as to have acquired a 

confideraJble 



tonfider^ble knowlege of the Eqglifli 
tongue. 

To this, another circumftance may 
be added^ viz. the facility with 
which our language is attained by 
thofe who have been accuftomed to 
ipeak German. The fimikrity of 
idiom, and the connexion ftill fub- 
filling between the two languages, 
may lead its readily to account for 
this faft. If we were called upon to 
illuftrate our obfervation by an ex- 
ample, we have not far to go for a 
very ftriking one, in the firft female 
perfbnage in this kingdom; that illuf- 
trious perfonage, who has been pleafed 
to extend her royal compaffion to the 
helplefs female, who fought fo fad a 
4:efuge in the Britiih dominions. 



"We arc authorized to add, from tlie 
ruioft recent accounts, that the poor 
lanfortunate Leu is a (for that is the 
name by which fhe is called at pre- 
•fent ) 4s ftill in a ftate of con* 
finement, under the charitable pa- 
tronage of a lady, whofc charafter 
-as a writer is fo well eftablilhed, 
as not to fland in need of any eu- 
logium from us; and whofe cha- 
rafter as a benevolent ch/iftian, fur- 
pafles all that we are able to fay 
of it. Humble merit in diftrefs 
raifes its head, fupported by her 
generous exertions; and friendlefs, 
inofFenfivfi poverty is fure of a refuge 
under her proteftion. The unhappy 
Aranger's diforder now approaches 
^nearer to idiotifm, than to lunacy — 

h^r 
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her beauty is gone — her body is pale 
^nd emaciated — and (he is become a 
melancholy fpe&acle. She has once or 
twice been betrayed into an acknow- 
legement that (he underftands the 
German language,- She has been 
greatly afFefted by hearing it fpoken; 
but has invariably maintained that 
artful referve, which leaves her origin 
and the^lace of her nativity, and, at 
any rate, the hiftory of a great portion 
of her life, involved in uncertainty. 
This uncertainty wc muft not hope 
will be entirely done away, (though 
fome light fhould be thrown on her 
ftory,) in thofe pages, from which we 
do not wiQi any longer to detain our 
reader. 

INTRODUCTION, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



A TALE of REAL WOE.* 

JUL HE following little narrative is 
fo ftriaiy and literally true, that k 
does not require any ornament from 
Jiftion, or any embellilhment froin 
language. Thofc, for whom truth 
b has 

^Firft publiihed in the St. James's Chronid^ 
abcwt four y^ars fince. [1785*] 
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ha$ any charms, aviU feel It, and to 
fuch only it is written. I (hall relate 
it with the utmoft fimplicity, and 
the clofeft adherence ta faft^ 

Near four years ago, a young wo- 
man flopped at a fmajl village near 
Briftol, and begged the refrefihment 
of a little milk.. 

There was fomethlng fb attraftive. 
in her whole appearance as to engage 
the alteniloa of all around her.. She 
"was extremely young, and ftrikingly 
beautiful: her manners graceful and 
elegant, and her countenance inters 
efting to the laft degree. She was 
albne — a ftranger— and in extreme 
diftrefsi yet (he uttered no com- 
plaints, and ufed no arts to excite 

couipafTioa^ 



conipaffion; Her whole deportment 
and' converfation bore vifibie marks^ 
ef iuperior breeding, yet there was a* 
wildnefs, an incoherence, and want of 
confiftency in ail (he faid- and did,. 
All day fh'e wandered about in fearch* 
of a place to lay her wretched head,, 
and at ni^t fhe^ aftually took up her' 
lodging under an* old hay-ftaek. 

The neighbouring ladies- remon- 
ftrated with her on' the danger of fo" 
expofed'a fituation, but in vain;: their' 
bounty fupplied her with the necef- 
faries of life, but neither prayers nor 
menaces could induce her to fleep in^ 
a houfe. As (he fometimes difcovered' 
evident marks of infanity, (he was at 
length confined* 



- I pafs over this period of her his- 
tory — it is too toucWng for xny owa 
fcelipgsj — it would too tenderly afiedt 
the fenfibility of the reader. 

At length fhe was releafed^ with 
all the fpeed her fmall remains of 
Ibrength allowed, (he flew to her be- 
loved hay-ilack, though it was fix 
miles from the place oi" her con- 
fineme-at. Her rapture was incx- 
pref&ble oa finding herfelf at liberty, 
and once more fafe beneath this mi- 
ferable fheltcr. 

It is now near four years fince this 
forlorn creature has devoted herfelf to- 
this defolate life, fince flie has known. 
tjje comfort of a bed, or the proteftioa 
of a roof. Hardfliip, fickncfs, intenfc 

cold^ 



cold, and* extreme mifery, have grui- 
dually injured her healthy and impaire4 
her beauty, but (he is ftill a moft:in- 
tereiling figure; there is an uncommon 
fweetnefs and delicacy in her air and 
manner. 

She is above all that vanity lb com* 
mon to her fex, and fo natural to ma- 
niacs ; for ihe will neither wear nor 
accept (rf *ny finery or ornaments, but 
hangs them on the buflies as belo^♦ 
her attention. 

She refufes to give the kaft account 
KiS herfelf; her filence- on this head is 
invincible i her recolle<9jon fe«ns im^ 
paired, and her whole mind vifibly 
difturbedy yet her anfwers are peri- 
fa 3 tinent 
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tincnt enough, unlcfe (he fufpeAs the 
queilion is meant to enfnare her. 

Her way of life is the moft harm- 
lefs and inoffeniivie that can be ima- 
gined; ^yery fine xiK)rning Ihe walks 
round the villages, converfes with the 
poor children, makes them little pre- 
fents of fuch things as are given her, 
and receives others in return; fl>e will 
take nothing except milk, tea, and 
the moft iimple diet 

No means have been left unat- 
tempted by the neighbouring ladies 
(one in particular, who has been her 
conftant and unwearied benefadrefs) 
to prevail on her to live in a houfe; 
but her conftant reply is, " tAai irmbU 
^ and mifery dwell in houfes, and that 

^' there 
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*? 4kepeis no hapjiln^s hut in Hherty and 
'^'^e/k air:* 

[The French Author has here a 
note, part of which the Tranflator 
has ventured to infeft into the text. 

Ofte in Jiarticular^ £sfr. " This lady 
**? is named *Atking; fhe relides at 
*" Briftol, and lias benevolently un- 
'" dertaken the care of our fugitive. 
"** By the moft conftant affidijity, fhe 
*^ has .perfuaded her to refide at the 
***houfe of a furgeou in that city, 
Jb 4 ^* where 

■•The word Atfcing we may fuppofe is 
Ijcre miftaken for Aikin; the name of ano- ^ 
•thcr female ornament of our country; ; 
which for obvious reafons might eafily ' 
be fubftitutcd for that of the poor Louifa's 
real benefa^refs^ to whom this trad is 
dedicated. 
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** where (he is ftill living, tic has 
•* contrived to gain her eftecm — but 
*• as foon as he would make any en- 
** quiry as to her birth, (he lifts her 
•' finger to her lips. 

*• As her averfion to fleeping in a 
" bed fubfifts, a mattrafs is pkced 
** for her on the ground — and (he 
** often amufes herfelf with fliaping 
" the quilt into th^ imitation of a 
** royal robe. 

" One day a codch-and-four pifTed 
** along the ftreet : hei* attendants 
** ran to the windows. — She enquired 
** the caule; and then faid, * A won- 
** derful Jight truly I my father's 
" coach was always drawn by eight 

•* HORSES."] 

From 
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From a certain peculiarity of ex- 
}>feffion, with a flight foreign tinfturd 
in her *^pronunciation, and in the 
conftruftion of fome fentences, fome 
have been led to conjecture that Jh^ 
is not of this country. Various at- 
temi^s have been made at different 
times to draw from this citcumllance 
fome knowl^e of her origin. 

About a year s^ a gentleman 
fpoke to lier in the languages of the 
Continent; (he appeared uneafy^ 
reftlefs, and embarraffed: but when 
ht addreffed her in German, her 
amotion was too great to be fup* 
prcffed, (he turned from him, and 
burft into tears. 

This 
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This anecdote, which is *oid m 
*he nei^bourhood, was a few days 
ago related to two gentlemen, whom 
liumanity led to viiit this forlorn 
creature. 

One of them, who Ipoke Gernaan 
fluently, -made the experiment 5 (he 
was evidently confufed, bluflved, and 
from accident^ or a knowlege in the 
language, an/wered fome quejiions in 
£nglijh'y but, feeling as if (he had 
been hurried into ^n irpprudence, 
flie artfully changed the fubjeft, and 
denied having underflood what had 
been faid to her. 

This artlefs ftoiy is written with 
310 other view but the warm hppc 
that it may catch the eye of fome 

one 
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<one Intercfted in this tale of woe, 
and the ardent wifli of reftoring an 
amiable and wretched young creature 
to the arms of (perhaps) a broken- 
hearted parent. 

. Tlifi writer heartily wifhes »the 
whole had been a fidlion, and that 
he had not been hirtifelf an eye- 
witnefe to the diftrefe Jhe relates^— iat 
would have fpared him many a pang 
of unavailing forrow, and (although a 
sxian) Tome tears of ufclels compaifioo* 



FHILALETHES, 
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*^* THE following lines {writ^ 
ten under the idea that theBriJloU 
Jlranger was a fugitive from a 
Convent) will^ perhaps^ Mt ie 
unacceptable to the public. Theyi 
^tre exiraSed fr^m a poem en* 
titled '^ Clifton Hill.'* 

Bekeatk 
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Beneath this fiack Louifa's dwelling ro&y 
Here the fak Maniac bore three winter's fnows;. 
Here long (lie fhiver'd, fliffemng ia the blail; 
The light'nings round their Iirid horrors cafl.-^ 
«• 41^ * * * •» 

She ftarts — then feiz'd the moment of hcr^ 

fate, 
Quits the lone cloifler, and the horrid grate, I 
Whiift wilder horrors to receive her wait:^ 
Muffledi on freedom's happy plains they iland^ 
And eager ieize her not-relu£tant hand^ 
Too late to thefe mild fhores the mourner camei. 
For now the guilt of flight overwhehns her 

frame 

« « * * , * * 

Bifhe¥elled| lo! her beauteous trefles fly, 
Aad the wild glance now fills the daring eyer 

Thf 



The: balls fierce glaring in their orbits move;: 
Bright fphercs, (where beam'd- the fparklihg; 

fires of love) 
JKow roam* for objeAs which once fill!d hen' 

mindy. 
Ah ! long loft- obje<^s they muft never, find^ 
Ulrftarr'd.LouifiA.! 
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(COKY.) 

Guy's m/pstali. 
February i8, i8oii 

Thefe are to Certify ^ 

THAT Lo tri s A, a Lunatic^. 
died in Guy's Hofpital Lunatic-^ 
Houfe oa the. 1.9th. o£ December,,. 
1800; and was buried iathe Ground 
belonging to the faid Ho(pital, in. 
the cufliomary manner in which the. 
Patients are buried- 

Witnefi my Hand, this 18th o£ 
Ifebruary, 1801. 

THOMAS CALLAWAY^ 

Steward of the faid HofpitaL 

ALFRED W^- ROBERTS^ 

CUA£LAX»<. 
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N the fummer of the year 1768, 
the Count de Cobenzel, Imperial Mi- 
nifter at firuffels, received a letter 
from a lady at Bourdeaux; the writer 
requefted him " not to think it ftrange, 
" if his advice and friendlhip were 
" eagerly fought afters'* — adding, 
" that the univerfal refped which his 
** talents and his intereft at Court had 
" acquired, engaged her to addrefs 
" herfelf to him — that in a little 
" time he fliould know who the per- 
*' fon was, that had prefumed to fo- 
B licit 



^' licit his good offices, and that per- 
" haps he would hot repent of having 
^' attended to her." This letter, 
which was written in very indifferent 
French, was (igned La Freu/en. The 
Count was defired to return an an- 
fwer to Mademoifelle La Freulen, at 
Bourdeaux. 

A Ihort tinae after this, the Count 
received a letter from Prague, figned 
" Le Comte J. de Weiffendorff," in 
which he was entreated to give the beft 
advice in his power to Mademoifelle 
La Freulen — to intereft himfelf 
warmly in her behalf— to write to 
Bourdeaux in her favour — ^and even to 
advance her money, to the amount of 
a thoufand ducats, if ftie flood in need 
of it The letter was concluded in* 

thefc 
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^bcfe words: fVken you Jliall kmWj 
Sir, WHO iiis granger is, you will be 
delighted to think that you have ferved 
her, and grateful to thofe who have given 
you the opportunity (f doing it. 

M. de Cobenzel replied to the 
Lady, that he was highly fenfible 
of the honour of her good opinion—* 
that he (hould be proud of aflifting 
her with his advice, and of ferving her 
to the utmoft of his power: but that 
it was abfolutely neceflary he fhould 
in the firft inftance be informed of her 
•real name. 

After this the Count received a let- 
ter from Vienna, figned " Le Comte 
dc Dietrichftein.'* In this he was 
again requefted to pay every poffible 
attention to Mademoifelle La Freulen, 
B 2 and 
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and in particular to entreat her to be 
frugal He anfwered this, as well as the 
former letter from Prague — but no 
notice was taken of his reply to either. 
Meanwhile his epiftolary inter- 
courfe with the young lady at Bour- 
deaux continued. Towards the end 
of the fame year, the wife of a tradef- 
man of that city, named Madame 
L'Englumee, came to Bruffels upon 
bufinefs — that bufinefs having intro- 
duced her to the Count de Cobenzel, 
(he fpoke to him of Mademoifelle La 
Freulen in terms of the highefl praife. 
She extolled her beauty, her elegance, 
and above all, that prudence and pro- 
priety of conduft, which did fo much 
honour to a perfon, left at that tender 
Age to her own difpofal. She added, 

that 
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that the young lady had a houfe of 
her own, that (he was generous, ex- 
penfive, and even magnificent — that 
fhe had been three years at Bourdeaux 
— that the diftinguiihed attention 
with which the Marechal de Richelieu 
treated her, the extreme refemblance 
of her features to thofe of the late 
Emperor, Francis the Firft, and the 
entire ignorance of all the world, as 
to her birth, gave rife to ftrange con- 
* jeftures — that the young lady had 
often been queftioned on the fubjeft, 
but that Jhe always took care to objerve 
the moji fcrupulom filence as to her 
family. 

The Count was afterwards defired 

by Mademoifelle La Freulen to fend 

her an head-drefs of Bruficls lace, va- 

B 3 lued 
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lued at fifty louis-d^ors. This com^ 
miffion he executed; but feme time 
afterwards (he fent him word that (he 
(hould return this head-drefs, (which 
flie had only once worn) becaufe (he 
was unable to pay for it. The Count- 
requefted her not to give herfelf that 
trouble. 

She likewife informed him, that 
flie was highly difpleafed with the 
Count de Mercy- Argenteau,. the Im- 
perial Ambaflador at Paris, on account 
of that extreme curio(ity which he 
thought proper to exprefs refpeding 
her ftory. — She added, tliat all his 
perfecution would be fruitlefs, becaufe 
flie was determined not to admit hitn. 
to her confidence. She faid, however,t 
that (he was ready to inform M. de 

Cobenzel 
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Cobenzel of every particuIaT' — ^.but 
that the fecret was too important to be 
trufted to chance; and therefore (he 
propofed to vifit the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, and to acquaint him with ail her 
hiflrory. — In the mean time (he fent 
him her pifture, which fhe defired him 
to examine with attention, and which 
ftie imagined likely to lead him to fome 
Gonjediures as to what fhe had to relate*. 
Accordingly (he fent the miniature.— «~ 
The Count faw in it nothing more than 
the features of a very lovely woman— 
but Prince Charles de Lorraine thought 
the portrait bore a ftrong refemblance 
to the late Emperor, his brother. 

The correfpondence ftill continued. 

M. de Cobenzel anfwered all the 

letters in a polite, and even an afFec-- 

B 4 tionate 
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tionate manner; but was particularly 
guarded in his expreffions. One day 
fhe acquainted him that (he would 
fend him two more pidures, with one 
of which (he begged him to compare 
her own. The Count, not receiving 
them, preflTed her to fulfil her pro- 
mife — (tit replied, that (he had fent 
them to a jeweller, to take them out 
of a ca(ket in which they were fet 
with diamonds, and that as foon as 
the jeweller returned them,, (he would 
difpatch them to Bruffels. In faA, 
about a fortnight afterwards, (he fent 
him the portraits of the Emperor and 
Emprefs. — The former was known by 
Prince Charles to have been painted 
by Liotard. 

Ih 
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In December 1768, M. de Co- 
benzel received a very fingular letteF, 
dated, " Vienna. From my bedy — 
two in the morning.^^ In this the 
Count was highly commended for 
the good advice he had given the 
young flranger, and requefted to 
continue his attentions.. He was told 
that M. de Mercy had behaved in a 
very dijHcrent manner towards her, 
and that he might one day feel the 
confequences. — The writer added, 
that the pooF girl had fufFered 
greatly; but that it was defigned 
to put her in fuch a fituation as 
would make her ample amends; — 
^^ Jhe was Jo tenderly recommended to 
** me by that perfon zvho was dearejt 
^^ to me in the worId!.^\ The Count 

was 
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was charged to inculcate economy^ 
and particularly admonilhed of the 
importance of the fecret* This letter 
had no (ignature. 

Some time afterwards, the young, 
lady fent to M.deCobenzel, enquiring,, 
whether he had not received a letter 
concerning her? He anfwered in the 
affirmative; and faid that (he had been, 
recommended to his care in the. 
ftrongeft terms. She replied," I am 
" much obliged to you for your good- 
** nefs; but I will tell you honeflly, 
•* that if I wanted any particular fa^ 
" vour, I would rather addntfs myfelf 
*^ to God than to the Saints!" 

In the beginning of the year 1769,. 
the Count received fome diipatche^ 
&om Vienna, which contained feveral 

very. 
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very extraorciinary circumftances re- 
Ipefting the ftranger. The Court of 
Vienna had fent a requifition to that of 
Verfailles, to arreft Mademoifelle La 
Freulen, and to fend her under a ftrong 
guard to Bruffels, where (he was to be 
examined by M. dc Cobenzel, and the 
firft Prefident,. M. de Neny. Prince 
Charles, about the fame time,, re- 
ceived a letter from the Emprefs, en- 
joining him to be very careful that 
the prifoner fhould not efcape-^and 
bidding him fpare neither pains nor ex- 
pence in detaining her. Her Majefty's 
letter was concluded as follows — 
" This wretch wifliet to fiafs for the 
" daughter of our late royal majler — 
" if there was the leajl probability in 
" the Jlory^ I would love her^ and 

'* treat 
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•* treat her like one of my own children'^ 
" but I know it is an im/iojiure z 
*' and I wijh every Jiojjihle effort to be 
" madej that this unhafipy creature 
*^ may no longer profane the dear and 
" venerable name of our departed 
^* Lordy Her Majefty recommended 
the ftrideft fecrecy in carrying on 
the bufinefs — ^and added, that this 
adventure had already made too much 
noife, and that all Europe would 
foon ring of it. 

It fcems the Court of Vienna was 
informed of the affair in the following 
manner. While Joseph II. was 
on his travels in Italy, the King of 
Spain received a letter, apparently 
written by his Imperial Majfefty, 
informing him in confidence,^ that 

his 
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his father, the late Emperor, had left 
a natural daughter, whofe ftory was 
only known to his fitter the Arch- 
dutchefs Marianne, himfelf, and a 
few faithful and confidential friends — 
that the young lady had been moft 
carneftly recommended to his care 
by his father — and that ihe was 
refident at Bourdeaux. He intreated 
the King of Spain to fend for her, 
and give her an eftablifhment at 
Madrid with fome lady of rank, or 
in a convent, where fhe * might be 
treated with the care and refpeft due 
to her birth, tili fome plan fhould 
be fixed on for the future happinefs 
of her life. He added, that he 
requefted this mark of friendfliip of 
His Catholic Majefty, becaufe he 

himfelf 
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Tiimfelf did not dare to undertake 
thefe kind offices for the perfon in 
queftion, left the Emprefs fhould by 
fome means or other hear of it, whom 
he wiftied to remain in perpetual 
ignorance of the ftory. 

The King of Spain, thinking this 
letter very extraordinary, tranfmitted 
it to the Emperor himfelf, who wa^ 
then at Milan, demanding fome ex- 
planation of the matter. The Em- 
peror, who had not written the letter, 
HOT had ever heard a fyllable of the 
adventure, fent the pacquet to the 
Emprefs; who made immediate em 
quiries about the ftranger, and dif- 
patched a meffenger to Bourdeaux 
to feize her. She was arretted in 
her ownhoufe, in Auguft 1769, by 

M. 



I ^5 1 

M. Card de Ferrand, Lieutenant of 
the Marechaufee of the Province of 
Guienne, who was her intimate friend, 
and whofe nephew had folicited her 
hand; but this, for reafons that wiH 
afterwards appear, fhe had perempto* 
rily refufed. As fDOH as the rumour 
of her arrefl was Ipread about the 
city, her creditors took the alarm; 
and Madame L'Englumee, the very 
perfon who had given fuch an ad- 
•vantageous character of her to M. de 
Cobenzel) came to infult her in fo 
brutal a manner, that M. de Ferrand 
ordered her to be turned out .of the 
apartment. 

Fear and diftrefs took oif much of 
La Freulen's beauty — fhe had con- 
tinual fpafms in her Homach, attended 

with 
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^ith fpitting of blood, which obliged 
her to travel very flowly. At length 
£he arrived at Bruffels, attended by 
M. de Poyot, an officer under M. de 
Ferrand. While (he was on her 
journey, and almoft immediately be- 
fore Ihe quitted the French domi* 
Rions, a perfon unknown, dreffed like 
a courier, put a billet into her hands 
at the coach-window, and then fled 
with the utmoft precipitation. She 
begged her guide to read the billet, 
which only contained thefe words — 
" My dear girl, every thing has been 
"attempted to fave you: keep up 
" your fpirits, and do not defpair.** 
She protefted, that (he neither knew 
die courier, nor the hand writing. 

Oil 
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On her arrival at Bruflels, (he was 
immediately taken to the hotel of 
the Count de Cobenzel. She was 
dreffed in a gown of grey taffeta, 
a black cloak, aiid a veil of white 
gauze, which covered her face, and 
which (he took off when (he entered 
the minifter's apartment. Her figure 
would have interefted the moft infen- 
fible heart in lier favour. Siie was tall 
and elegantly formed — her air was at 
once fimple ai^d majeftic — her com- 
plexion was fair — her arms were deli- 
cately turned — her hair was brown, and 
calculated to receive the embelliih- 
inents of art to the greateft advantage. 
She had that frefhnefs of colour 
which np borrowed tints can imitate; 
iine dark eyes, and a look, which 
C exprefTed 
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'cxpreffed every emotion of her fouK 
She fpoke French with a German 
accent, and appeared much confufed, 
.but without any particular fymptom 
of female weaknefs. 

Her alarm was foon diffipated by 
that confidence which M. de Cobenzel 
fo well knew, how to infpire — in her 
•letters (he had always called him her 
Father — when in his prefence (he 
addreffed him by the fame endearing 
name — (he would have kilTed his 
hand, but he prevented her, by catch- 
ing her in his arms. He fat down 
near her — talked to her on the fubjeft 
of her health — defired her to make 
herfelf perfeftly eafy — and told her 
flie fliould have the utmoft attention 
and the kindeft treatment, if (he 

would 
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^ould ftriflly adhere to truth. — She 
repeated feveral times, — " Yes, my 
" dear father, I will inform you of 
" every thing — I am a good girl, and 
" never injured any human creature. 
" It is true I have contradted fomc 
" debts — but was that a crime ? I had 
" been plentifully fupplicd witfi mo* 
" ney, and I expefted a continuation 
" of my allowance.'* All her diftrefs 
appeared to arife from the circumftance 
of her debts — ^thofe (he confidered as 
her only faults, and as the fole caufe 
of her having been apprehended.— 
She inveighed againft the cruelty of 
Madame CEnglumee — (be faid, that 
M. de Ferrand had afTured her, the 
fum due to that woman (hould only 
be paid in part, as ftie had groffly 
C 2 deceived 



I to 3 

deceived her ia the price of every ar- 
ticle that (he had fold her. She ex- 
preffed no concern whatever at her 
being a prifoner, and only a&ed M. 
de Cobenzel if ftie might not remain 
at his houfe. The Count ftankly 
told her that this was impoifible; af- 
furing her at the fame time, that (he 
fliould be treated with all imaginable 
refpeifty in an apartment which he 
had prepared for her in the fortrcfs 
of Monterel^ at a very little diftancc 
from Bruflels; and that if Ihe wanted 
any thing, fhe had but to exprefs her 
wiQi, and her commands (hould im- 
mediately be obeyed. He promifed 
to wait on her there the next day; 
and (he took her leave of him, to all 
appearance in a ftate of perfed tran- 
quillity. 
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quflKtyr She was conduftcd to Fort 
Monterel, under the guard of Major 
de Camerlang, a man of fenfe and 
good nature; and Mr de Neny had 
taken care to provide a female at- 
tendant for her. The next day the 
Count went to fee her — he found her 
in very good fpirits; fhe feemed de- 
lighted with her apartment, and pleafed 
with the eonduft of thofe about her* 
The Count offered her the ufe of any 
books from his library. She thanked 
him; but faid fhe never had a moment 
which hung heavy on her hands, fa 
much was her mind taken up with 
vifionary projefts for her future Hfe— -» 
the truth was,, fhe could neither read 
nor write. M. de Camerlang taught 
her to fign her name> while fhe was in 
C 3 confinement 
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confinement. The caufe of this- ig^ 
norancc will prefently be explained. 

The next day her examination be- 
gan. M. de Cobenzel and the Pre- 
fident went to Fort Montcrel^ at tew 
in the morning. The Count de Neny,. 
who had not as yet feen the prifoner^ 
was extremely furprifed at her ftriking- 
refemblance to the late Emperor.. 
They aiked her, where (he was born }* 
fhe faid fhe knew not, but that Ihe 
had been told the place where (he way- 
educated, was called Bohemia. She 
was afked, if that place was a town ? i 

and what was the earlieft incident in. ' 

the courfe of her life that (he could | 

remember? fhe faid, that the place | 

where (he was brought up, was a little i 

fequeftered houfe in the country^ j 

that I 
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that there was neither town nor village 
near it — and that before her inha- 
biting this houfe, (lie had not the 
leaft recolleftion of any thing which 
had happened to her. That in her 
infancy fhe had been under the caF& 
of two women, one about fifty years 
c4d, the other about thirty. That 
flie called the firft Mamn^ tlie fecond 
Catherine — that fhe flept in the 
apartment of the firft-named woman, 
and that both of them treated her 
with much kindnefs and afFeftion — 
that from time to time, an Ecclefiaftic 
( as (he has fince fufpcdted, a Jefuit ) 
came to fay mafs in an apartment in 
the houfe, and to teach lier the ca- 
techifm— that the woman (he named 
" mama," had begun to inftruft her 
C4 ia 
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in reading and writing, but that the 
prieft oppofcd it, from the moment 
it came to his knowlege; and from 
that time (he was taught no more.. 
However, (he addied, that he always 
treated her with in6nite refpeft. 

She faid, that about a year after 
this, a handfome man, in a hunting, 
fvwft, accompanied by another gen- 
tleman, dreft in the feme manner-^ 
came to the hou(e where (he re(ided. 
That (he was immediately fent forj, 
when the ftranger embraced her^ 
placed her on his knees, carefled her 
much, and recommended it to her to 
be good and fubmiffive* She doubts 
not that this perfon had feen her 
before, becaufe (he recollefts that he 
thought her growa taller,, and altered ^ 

but 
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but iTie never remembers having feea 
him ^ any former time.. 

About eighteen months afterwards,, 
he returned,, accompanied by the 
fame attendant as before,, and wear- 
ihg the very fame drefs- She faid^ 
that, at this fecond interview, the 
features^ of her unknowa vifitor made 
fo ftrong an impreffioa on her mind,, 
that had (he never feen him more, 
flie (hould not have forgotten them*^ 
She faysy that he was< o£a middling iize, 
and rather covpulent, that he had an 
open countenance,, a ruddy complex- 
ion, a. dark beaid,- and a little white 
fpot upon one of his temples. She 
obferved, that M. de Neny bore fome 
diftant refemblance to the perfon Out 
ipoke of, particularly in the lower 

part 



^ 
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part of his face — flic laid fiirtheri. 
that at this fecond interviewee, rer 
marking fomewhat red that appeared 
about the ftranger's neck under his^ 
riding-coat, fhe aiked him what it 
was? he replied, it was a mark of 
diftindlion worn by officers — (he,, 
ignorant in every particular, enquired 
what he meant by an officer? " They 
" are»" faid he, " Mea of Honour^ 
" Gallantry, and Spirit,, whom you 
" muft love, becaufe you are the 
^ daughter of an officer yourfelf." 
She added, that at. this fecond vifit 
flie found herfelf extremely attached 
to the ftranger — and that when he 
took his leave, flie (hed a flood of 
tears ^ at which he appeared much 

affeded,. 



affeifted, and promifed her foon to 
return. 

He did not keep his word — for 
he returned not till two years after;* 
and when flic reproached him witk 
abfenting himfelf fo long, he told 
her, that at the time he had fixed for 
coming to her, he had been violently 
ill, in confequence of over-heating 
himfelf ia the chace. 

[N. B; Prince Charles recoUedled*, 
that at a time correfpondii^ with 
that above-mentioned, the Emperor 
was in fed takenr ill on his return 
from hunting.] 

This third interview^ which was^ 
the laft, furnilhes the moft interefling 
anecdotes. The ftranger defired to 
be left alone with hen When, he 

told 



[ 28 J 

told her of his Hlnefs fhe (htd 
tears — he was himfelf melted, an<J 
afked her why flie wept? *''Becaufe 
•* I love youJ^ He alfiired her that 
he felt equal love for her — that he 
would take qzxo of her — would make 
her rich and happy — ^would give her 
a palace, money, and attendants;; 
and that her dbmeftics fhould wear 
yellow and blue liveries. He aikecf 
her, afterwards^ if Qie did not wifb * 
to fee the queen? flie replied, (he 
did not know what a queen meant^ 
•* A queen is the firft lady in the 
•* kingdom,, and highly to be re- 
" fpefted as fuch; you would love her 
** much if you knew her — but that,» 
* for the fake of her peace of mind,. 

** you muft never do." He 

then 
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tlicn prefented . her with £hc twa 
pi<9:urqs, which (be had fent from 
Bourdeau^s: to M. dt CobenzeL She 
faid, fhe told the fkranger, that one 
l¥as bis own pid^re — he allowed it; 
and bade her keep it as long as fhe 
dived, as well as that of the Emprefs: 
and a tjaird pi6feure, which he af- 
terwards gave her, of a female^ whofe 
features were half concealed by a 
veil. This, he told her, was her 
own mother. The pidures were in 
a blue filk purTe which contained a 
great quantity of ducats. The ftranger^ 
when he quitted the young lady, af- 
fured her (he Ihould foon be happy, 
and not have a wife ungratified; but 
that flae muft promife him never to 
marry^ and to keep tlrnt vow alwayi 

in 
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in her remembrsmce. After this he 
took leave of her with the utmoft 
tendernefs, and <he was herfelf ex- 
tremely alFefted, 

She related, that in the interval 
between the ftranger's firft and fecond 
vifit, there came one day, accompa- 
nied by two men, a lady, who aiked 
to fee her. The lady was dreffed in a 
ftyle of great fimplicity : (he was of 
moderate ftature, fair, of a pleafing 
afpe<%, and rather inclining to cor- 
pulence. This lady looked at her 
with great earneflnefs, and began to 
weep — ^Ihe aiked h^ feveral indif- 
ferent queftions, and then embracing 
her two or three times, faid, " My 
** child, you are indeed unhappy!"-^ 
Her emotion was fo great, that ihe 

called 
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^called for a glafs of water to keep lief 
from fainting — flic drank it, and de- 
parted' immediately. Mademoifelld 
4a Freulen faid, that flie could not be 
pofitive, whether the pifturc which 
the ftranger gave her at his laft 
vifit, bore any refemblance to this 
lady or not. 

When the examination had pro- 
reeded thus far, it was obferved that 
the young prifoner began to preva- 
ricate about the circumftances of her 
itory. Yet even after this was dif-' 
covered, flie perfifted in moft fo- 
lemnly declaring, that till now, and 
indeed till her quitting the houfe 
where ftie was educated, her narrative 
fiad been faithful in all its particulars^ 
Every incident was thoroughly ex- 
amined — 
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«riined — ^the queftions were pitt to 
lier in every poflible form, to obfervc 
if (he did not vary in her ceplies^ 
but (he always repeated the above 
fads with the fame circumftances, 
and the fame iimplictty. 

She then told the ftory of her de- 
parture from the place <rf"her education, 
in words to the following purport. 

That a little time after the flranger'^ 
lail vifit, the £cclefiafi:ic who had 
taken care of ha: from h&c infency, 
came to inform her, that her Pro* 
iedor was no more^ and that before 
he expired, he had ordered her to be 
condudcd to fome convent in France 
—the prieft faid, " that (he muft 
** fet forward on her journey in a 
[^ few days^ and that he came to 

** meafure 
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" meafure her for fome apparel >'* 
which he afterwards did> with a rib- 
bon he had brought with him for 
that purpofe. A week after this he 
. arrived in a poft-chaife, bringing with 
him four complete dreflcs, viz. two 
peliflesy a black gown, and a red one ; 
till now flie lud only worn a dimity 
undrefs. The prieft immediately 
made a parcel of aU th€ young lady's 
little property. — She put on a blue 
pcliffe — he handed her and her at- 
tendant Catharine into the carriage 
and then got into it himfelf. > 

She wept grievoufly at parting with 
the woman (he had called *^ mamas'* 
but befides what (he felt on account of 
the (eparation, (he was terribly afraid of 
the convent* The enquiries (he had 
D made 
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jtnade of Catharine and her mama (in 
the week preceding her departure) had 
given her moft frightful ideas of th^ 
life to which Ae thought herfelf con- 
demned for the remainder of her days. 
She could not tell what towns flie paffed 
: through ; but flie faid, that on her ar- 
rival at Hamburgh, the prieft, after 
difmifEng her attendant,. made her em- 
bark on board a veflel freighted for 
Bourdeaux. The moment fhe took 
Ihip, a man, to all appearance about 
fifty years old, came to offier her his 
^ fervices, faying, that he would take 
care of her during her voyage. On 
their arrival at Bourdeaux, this man,, 
-who had acquired great influence over 
her^ took her to the houfe of a Ger- 
man merchant^ who was fettled ia 

that 
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tliat city; and the wife of this met-* 
chant placed her with Madame GmU 
laumot, with whom (he remained, du^ 
ring the whole time of her ftay in 
Bourdeaux. A fortnight after her ar- 
rival at this lady's houfe, a letter was 
bsought to her, addreffed " to Made- 
" moifelle Felicia Juliana de Schonau,'* 
a name which, at her leaving Bohemia^ 
the priell told her flie was in future 
to confider as her own. Madame 
Guillaumot, by her defire, read this 
letter to her.— :It contained rules for 
her future conduft, and affurances, 
that fhe fhould be amply fupplied 
with money — (he was diredled by the 
writer to remain with Madame Guil- 
laumot; but (he was advifed to per- 
fuade that lady to difmifs all her other 
D z boarders. 
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boarders, and to devote her attentiotxi 
to her alone. This letter was concluded 
without either fignature or date, and it 
enjoined her to be difcreet, and to for* 
bear making too curious enquiries. — 
Some days after this, a gentleman- 
came to her houfe, and, without any 
preface, put a purie of a thoufand 
louis-d'-ors into her hands; only add- 
ing, that he was commanded to ad- 
vance her that fum for the purchafe 
of furniture. She afked- him, from 
whence the money came ? he begged, 
her to make herfclf eafy, and not to- 
be curious. — She fays fhe- has reafon 
to think this man was an Eccleliailic.. 
She then took a houfe and fumiftied 
it. Madame Guillaumot went thither 
as her companion— ^and (he lived at 

Bourdeausu 
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iSourdeaux amongfl: perfons rf the 
firft confequence, till the <3ay of her 
confinement. 

The manner 4n which the ftranget 
told the tale of her embarking at Ham- 
burgh and her arrival at Bourdeaux 
appearing highly improbable, M« de 
Cobenzel told her, it was evident that 
her ftory was untriie. — He bade her 
remember what he had faid to her on 
the day oi her arrival at Bruflels; 
" that the only way to obtain the fa- 
*' vour and protedion of the Emprefs, 
" was to be ingenuous and fincerc" — 
that it was on this condition alone he 
had ojJered her his beft fervices; but 
that, as he found (he had deceived 
him, he (hould now abandon her to 
all the confequences of her impofture, 
D3 As 
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As the Count faid this, he looked at 
her with a fixed and fevere counte- 
nance, which difconcerted her the 
more, as till now fhe had only feen 
that air of tendernefs and politenefs, 
which marked his general character. 
She was all confufion j and M. de Co- 
benzel having rifen from his feat, as 
if about to depart, (he held him by 
his cloaths, and throwing herfelf at 
his feet, faid, with many tears, that 
it was true (he had much to relate 
to him, but (he could fay no more 
in the prefence of Monfieur de Neny*s 
fecretary. As foon as that gentleman 
had left the room, (he fell down again 
on her knees, and, with renewed ex- 
J)re(fions of grief, entreated M. de 
Cobcnzcl to take pity upon her; con- 

feflfed 
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feffed that (he had deceived him in 
the account of her embarkation ^t 
Hamburgh 5 but called Heaven to 
witnefs, that all which (he had faid 
of her education in Bohemia was true 
to the moft minute circumftance. 
She afterwards always perfifled in this 
^ertion, nor ever varied in the 
fmalleft particular, when crofs-exa- 
mmed at different times as to the 
former part of her life. — And thus (he 
told anew the (lory of her departure. 

When the prieft came to take her 
from her houfe in Bohemia, he told 
her, that he was going to condud: 
her to a convent in France. Ignorant 
as (he was, the little which Catharine 
and her mama had told her of a 
religious life, taught her to confider 
D 4 a 
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a convent as an horrible prifon, from, 
which there was no efcape: and this idea 
had fo difturbed her mindj that from 
the moment of her quitting her ha- 
bitation in Bohemia, (he had formed 
the project of flying, as foon as pof- 
lible, from fuch captivity. — During 
her journey to Hamburgh, (he found 
no opportunity of executing her de- 
fign — but her alarm was fo much 
increafed, when on her arrival in that 
city, (he faw the fea, and the (hips, 
that on the eve of the day fixed for 
her departure, (he rofe from Ca- 
tharine's (ide as (he flept, made a 
little parcel of one gown and fome 
linen, took the blue purfe with the 
three pidures, and the hundred ducats 
which the ftranger had given her, and i 

at 
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:at break of day left the city. She 
viralkcd a long time; till fpent with 
fatigue and terror, fiie took refuge in 
the barn of a farmer ^ and there felt 
^eep. The owner of the premifes 
found her, and, ftruck with her youth 
and beauty, civilly offered her a little 
room, and the beft bed in his houfe, 
which flie accepted. 

Her fears not .lliffering her to con- 
tinue fo near to Hamburgh, ftie foon 
quitted this retreat. She wiftied to 
give fome proof of her gratitude to 
the honeft people who had alBForded 
her protedion; but they would ac- 
cept of nothing. From hence, mounted 
on a wretched carriage, (he took the 
road towards Sweden, — The third 
day of her journey, (he fell from the 

vehicle. 
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vehicle, and received (o dangerous a 
wound in her head, that it was necef- 
fary to take her to a neighbouring inn, 
and call in the aififlance of a furgeon. 
It happened, that a Dutch family 
called at this inn in their way to Po- 
merania and Sweden — thefe people de- 
frayed the expences of her ficknefs, and, 
out of compaffion, fuffered her to join 
their travelling party, (At her exa- 
mination, (he told the names of thefe 
Hollanders, as well as that of a Lu- 
theran pried who was with them, and 
who, at this prefent time, is private 
tutor to a merchant's children in 
Hamburgh* ) When (he arrived at 
Stockholm, flie quitted her fellow 
travellers, and went to lodge at the 
houfe of a German woman, whofe 

hufband 
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hufband had a fmali pofl under Go-* 
vernment. This woman, happily for 
Mademoifelle LaFreulen was aperfon 
of great integrity, and conceived the 
tendereft friendihip for her. While Ihe 
refided here, her hair-dreffer told 
her one day, that the Count de Bel- 
gioiofo, Imperial Minifter at Stock- 
holm, was making ftrid enquiries after 
a young lady that, had eloped from 
Hamburgh. La Freulen, who be- 
gan to form an idea of the confe- 
quences of her flight, and* whom the 
apprehenfioAs of poverty terrified ftill 
more than the thoughts of a convent, 
told her informer, that (he was. the 
perfon fought after, and permitted 
him to make this difcovery to the 
Ambaflador. The next day (he 

received 
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Teceived a billet from that Miniftefy 
inviting hereto bis houfe. The billet 
was read to her by a girl that waited 
upon her, named Sophia — ftie did 
not hefitate a moment, but repaired 
that day to the Count de Belgioiofo. 
He received her with great refpeA^ 
aiked her the circuroftances of her 
departure from Hamburgh— and it 
being (as he thought by her replies), 
evident that ihe was the perfon whom 
he fought, he told her, that rhe was 
inftrufted to take the greateft care of 
her, and that he would go to fee 
whether (he was in convenient lodgr 
ings. He offered her tnoney, which 
flie accepted, for the blue purfe was 
entirely empty. M. de Belgioiofo went 
to vifit her the next day — he told her 

ihe 
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the muft ftay no longer in fuch a? 
place, and that he would procure her 
a more commodious apartment near 
his own houfe. In two days (he went 
to this apartment — it was at the 
houfe of a tradefman: and Sophia 
continued about her perfoiv. — M. de 
Belgioiofo fent her a- lacquey, and fur- 
nilhed her with provifions from his 
own table. Not long afterwards, he 
^Id her that fhe had been ftill mone 
ftrongly recommended to his pro- 
tedtion, and that (he muft take up her 
abode at his houfe; and accordingly 
fee went thither the fame afternoon*. 

She fays, that wftile (he was at the 
houfe of M. dje Belgioiofo, (he was fo 
affeSed by the fight of a pidture,- per- 
fedLy refembling the ftranger who 

came 
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•cartie three times to fee her at her 
dwelling in Bohemia, that (he fwooned 
away upon the fpot. (The Count 
de Belgioiofo has by letter confirmed 
this aiTertion; and it feems the pic- 
ture was that of the Emperor Francis.) 
It was with the grcateft difficulty that 
4hey recovered her from her fainting- 
fit; and a violent fever was the con- 
fequence, which very nearly proved 
fatal to her. She fays (he grew taller 
during this illnefs, which lafted fix 
weeks, and was (b much altered, that 
Ihe appeared to be thirty years old, 
though (he could not at this time 
have been above fixteen. 

When (he was perfectly recovered, 
the Ambaffador told her, he had re- 
ceived advice from Hamburgh, that 

Ihc 
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flie had quitted that city in company 
with a young Engliftiman. She de- 
nied it in the moft folemn manner, be- 
caufe (he had no Englifli acquaintance 
whatever: but M. de Belgioiofo per- 
fifted in his accufation fo long, that> 
wearied out with conftant perfecution 
on the fubjeft, (be confeflTed herfelf 
guilty of a crime which flie knew was 
falfely laid to her charge. 

This ra(h confe(Eon» as well as 
many other inftances of imprudence 
in her conduft, (he attempted to 
palliate, in a manner that very (Irongly 
proved her (implicity and ignorance of 
the world. Her ignorance indeed ex- 
tended to fuch a degree, that M. 
St. Gere, A(iiftant to the Impe- 
rial Coniul at Bourdeaux^ wha 

was 
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T^as (ent for to Bruffiels during tSe 
prifoner's exammation^ depofed, that 
while he was her fecrctary at Bour- 
deaux, fhe wiflied him to fign a 
feigned name to a letter- — and when 
he remonftrated, that (he could not 
make ufe of a name that was not her 
own, (he replied, "Who can forbid 
•* my doing any thing that I wifli ? 
•• May I npt affume any name, any 
^ fignatuie, at my pleafure?" 

It muft be obferved, that about the 
time of her. elopement from Ham- 
burgh, the daughter of a merchant in 
that city had been carried off by a 
young Englilhman; and this ad- 
, venture, being confounded with that 
of our heroine, gave the Ambaffador 
thofe fufpicions which fhe had the 

folly 
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iblly to confirm. It is evident that 
after this confeffion, M. de Belgioiofo 
believed her to be the merchant's 
daughter, and not tlie young lady 
who had been recommended to his 
care: becaufe a little time after this, 
he told her, he was miftaken as to her 
perfon, and advifed her to return to 
Hamburgh. He gave her twenty- 
five louis-d'-ors for her travelling 
expences, and cntrufted her to the 
care of a merchant who was then 
on his return to that city. On her 
arrival at Hamburgh, (he anxioufly 
fought after thofe perfons, whom (he 
had quitted with fo much precipi- 
tation — (he walked every day on the 
quay, and in the moft frequented 
parts of the town. 

E At 
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At this time, a man, in appearance 
about fifty years old, and plainly 
dreffed, who had followed her at a 
diftance for feveral days, at laft ac- 
cofted her, and propofed to her to 
go to Bourdeaux, She confented 
to it the more readily, becaufe (he 
recollefted that the prieft had wiflied 
her to embark for that place — and 
fhe fuppofed, that by following the 
plan at firft marked out for her, (he 
jQiould the more eafily meet with thofe 
who interefted themfelves about her 
fate. The man whom (he met on 
the quay embarked with her — her 
voyage was profperous in every par- 
ticular, and he attended her during 
the courfe of it in the manner (he 
had at firft related. The prifoner 

always 
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Always perfifted in faying that every 
<circumftance (he had mentioned, of 
her arrival at Bourdeaux, and her 
adventures in that city, was moil 
fcrupuloufly true. 

Soon after (he had taken a houfe of 
her own, to which Madame Guil- 
laumot accompanied her, (he received 
jsin anonymous letter, in which (he was 
<:ommanded to go to the Duke de 
Richelieu, and aik that protedion, 
of which (he (lood fo much in need. ' 
The writer preffed her the more ear- 
neftly to do this, becaufe the Duke 
•was already acquainted with the par- 
ticulars of her (lory. Accordingly (he 
went to the Duke's palace. He in- 
formed her that he had received a letter 
irom the Princefs d'Aver(berg, re- 
£ 2 commending 
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commending Mademoiielle deSchonau 
in the ftrongeft terms to his care. He 
made her a thoufand offers of fervice, 
and according to his cuftom, faid 
more than a woman of honour ought 
to hear. She burft into tears, and 
on her knees implored his pity; and 
the Duke on his part made apologies 
for his imprudence. 

A few days after this he came to her 
houfe, and earneftly recommended it 
to her to learn the French language, 
which as yet (he underftood very im- 
perfectly. M. de Richelieu paid her 
feveral other vifits, and always treated 
her with the higheft refpeft. She 
was a conftant guefl at all his enter- 
tainments, and when any queftions 
were alked him concerning her, he 

made 



made this uniform reply — " She is a 
" lady of great diJiin£iionJ* 

The reft of the examination con- 
fifted of minute circumftances, fo- 
reign to our purpofej and chiefly 
refpefted the company with whom 
flie aflbciated during her refidence 
at Bourdeaux. It muft not however 
be forgotten, that (he had there two 
very advantageous offers of marriage: 

the one from M. de ; the other 

from the nephew of M. de Ferrand, 
a counfellor of the parliament of 
Bourdeaux. She refufed both; con- 
ceiving herfelf bound to perpetual 
celibacy by the promife (he had made 
the ftranger in Bohemia. 

It is necefTary to mention her pe- 
cuniary refources. We have already 
E 3 obfervcd. 
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obfenred, that while (he lived with Ma- 
dame Guillaumot, a perfon unknown 
prefented her with a purfe containing 
a thoufand louis-d*-ors. This fame 
perfon brought her feveral fums of 
money afterwards, at different times ^ 
and (he received through this channel 
about a hundred and fifty thoufand 
livres*, without ever learnings or being, 
able to difcover to whom fhe was^ 
obliged for this noble allowance. — 
As all th'is tended to confirm her ia 
her ideas that fhe belonged to a very 
wealthy family, fhe fpent this money 
as fafl as fhe received it. On a 
fudden her remittances flopped. She- 
had little or no money by her — fa 
that in a fhort time,, as (he made no 

alteration 
*;f.6as® flerEng. 
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alteration whatever in her ftylc of 
living, (he contradted debts to the 
amount of fixty thoufand livrcs, which 
remained undifcharged at the time of 
her being arrefted at Bourdeaux. 

In the defperate fituation to which 
the menaces of her creditors reduced 
her, (lie took the wild refolution of 
fabricating thofe letters, which when 
prefented to her at her examination, 
(he owned were diftated by herfelf. 
As, firft, the letter to M. de Co- 
benzel, dated, "Vienna — From my 
" ieJ — fwo in the morning^ — Another, 
figned, " Le Comte J. de Weif- 
" fendorfF/' — Another to the Em- 
peror, addreiTed to Florence. — An* 
other to the Bavarian Minifter at 
Paris. — And, laftly, the letter to the 
E 4 King 
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King of Spain, which had led to the 
difcovery. But though (he frankly 
confeffed the having fent ail thefe 
letters, (he declared at the fame time 
her perfedt ignorance of that figned 
** Le Comte de Dictrichftein** — and 
of feveral others, which the Counts de 
Cobenzel and de Neny had received 
from time to time concerning her. 

It is obfervable, that her fimpli- 
city was fo great, as to make it im- 
poflible to explain to her how highly 
criminal (he had been,, in procuring 
forged letters on fubjefts of fuch im- 
portance. She made the fame reply 
now, that (he had done to M. St. 
Gere, at Bourdeaux. — Nay, (he 
innocently perfifted in it, that (he 
thought (he had afted right — be- 

cau(e. 
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caufe the extraordinary education that 
had been given her, the conjeftures 
(he had formed of her parentage, the 
portraits which gave fuch weight ta 
thofe conjeftures, and the confiderable 
fums that had been remitted to her^ 
could not but lead her to fufpeft, that 
flie was in point of faft the late Em- 
peror's daughter. She declared that (he 
had never uttered her thoughts to any 
human creature: but finding herfelf all 
at once utterly forfaken, (he concluded 
theperfon was dead, who had been com- 
miflioned to furni(h her with money* 
And as ftie fuppofed that this perfon 
alone was acquainted with the place of 
her abode, (he concluded that her fup- 
plies only ceafed, becaufe her refidence 
was no longer known. However, as (he 

thought 
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thought it highly probable that her 
father might have entrufted more thaii 
one perfon with the fecret of her birth, 
fhe hoped, by writing to all the moft 
illuftrious fervants of the houfe of 
Auftria, to find fome one, who know- 
ing her hiftory, might place her in 
that fituation which her father had 
defigned for her. She faid further, 
that (he did not write thefe letters in 
her own name, becaufe (he would not 
expofe herfelf to the troublefome cu- 
rio(ity of thofe, who not being in the 
fecret, would immediately make en- 
quiry about her birth. That if but 
one of thofe letters had fallen into 
the hands of any perfon acquainted 
with her ftory, that perfon would 
immediately have known more par* 

ticulars 
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ticulars of her life than fhe herfelf 
eould know. In the mean time, her 
fufpicions being unfupported by po- 
fitive proof, all that (he could fay 
would not prevent her pafling for aiu 
impoftor. She added, that a flrong, 
argument of her confcious innocence,, 
and of her firm perfuafion that (he 
was really the Emperor's daughter,, 
might be drawn from the circum- 
fiance of her having pointed out 
the place of her abode in all her 
letters; every one of which tended 
to put her in the power of the court 
of Vienna — that court, which was^ 
alone interefted in punifhing a fraud 
of this nature. — She affirmed, that 
fhe never had confuited any perfoa 
whatever as to the fteps (he had taken 

— and 
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— and (he particularly denied having; 
written the letter, figned " The Prin- 
cefs d*Aver{berg," which the Duke 
de Richelieu received foon after her 
arrival at Bourdeaux. 

One remark ought to be made 
upon this letter. The Duke imme- 
diately fent a polite anfwer to the 
Princefs d'Averfberg, ftating, " that 
" in confequence of her recommenda- 
*' tion, he would treat Mademoifelle 
" de Schonau with all poffible refpeft, 
" and would afford her every fervice 
" in his power." This letter was 
delivered to the Princefs by M. de 
Chatelet, at that time the French 
Ambaffador at Vienna. We may 
naturally fuppofe, that if (he had not 
written to the Duke in favour of the 

ftranger> 
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ftranger, (he would immediately have 
anfwered, that (he knew not fuch a 
perfon as Mademoifelle de Schonau; 
for no one would willingly fecond any 
impofture — but (he made no anfwer 
whatever. It is natural therefore to 
fuppo(e, that (lie did write the letter 
of recommendation — and that confe- 
quently (he knew all the myfteries of 
the ftranger's birth. This being the 
cafe, what motive could have in- 
duced the Emprefs fo expreflly to 
guard her minifters againft afkmg 
any queftions whatever of the Princefs 
d*Aver(berg? This would infallibly 
have led to a difcovery of the whole 
tlory. 

The account which the prifoner 
gave of the late Duke of York is 

likewife 
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3ikewife very important. As foon as 
his Royal Highnefs arrived at Bour-; 
deaux, he fent to inform Mademoifelle 
^e Schonau,,that he had an affair of 
great confequence to communicate to 
her; and he requefted her to appoint 
fome time, when he might fee her, 
without the knowlege of any perfoa 
in the city. She replied, that if he 
wiftied forfecrecy,{he thought the mofl: 
private hour would be at fix in the 
.morning, after a ball which was to be 
,given by the Duke de Richelieu. His 
Royal Highnefs came at the appointed 
time. He told her that the intent of his 
'vifit was to learn the amount of her 
^debts, and that he was commanded 
by a lady of quality to give her a 
rfum of money. She confeffed to 
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him, that her creditors importuned 
her greatly for fixty thoufand livres. 
He defired her to make herfelf per- 
fedlly eafy, and the fame day fent 
her feven hundred louis-d'-ors; in- 
forming her, that he would foon 
furnifli her with money fufficient to 
difcharge all her debts. His Royal 
Highnefs left Bourdeaux on the 
morrow. 

A (hort time after this (he fell lick 
One morning, whilft St. Gere was 
by her bedfide, a letter was brought 
her from the Duke of York, dated 
** Monaco." St. Gere began to read, 
as follows — " / was about to fend you 
*^ the remainder of your money -^ but 
** when I left your houfe^ I received 
*^ a letter^ which pqfitively commanded 



[ 64 ] 

'* me to give you no more than a part 

"** of it. I have written to the Princefs 

" ^f Av **. St. Gere having read 

thus far, (he fnatched the letter out 

of his hands, and would not fufFer 

him to finifli it. (All the circum- 

ftances refpeding this letter have been 

fince proved.) 

When (he was aiked, why (he 

fnatched the letter out of St. Gere's 

hands? and who was the princefs 

mentioned in it? (he replied, it was 

the Princefs d'Averfberg*, — that (he 

herfelf did not know her; but the 

Duke of York had told her that the 

Princefs intere(ted herfelf much in 

her 

* The reader is referred, for fome moft in- 
terefting anecdotes of this extraordinary lady, to 
Wraxairs Memoirs of the Court of "Vienna," 
letter xxxi. vol. 2, page 342, 
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her belialf; and that Jhe tncw all 
the myftery of her birth— (he faid, 
that when (be heard the firft fyllablc 
of her name, (he feared there ihight 
be fomething in the remainder of the 
letter ^ more immediately refpe&ing 
the princefs ; or that it might contain 
the fecret of her own ftory, with which 
(he wiftied St. Gere to be for ever 
unacquainted. At thefe words, (he 
drew from her pocket the Duke of 
York's letter. M. de Neny read it 
aloud. The remainder was as follows ; 
"/ have written to the Princefs 
** d'Aversberg; and have re<fuefied 
*^ JiermiJJion^ at leaft to fend you the 
^^ fum you want, in order to Jhelter you 

^^ from the/iurfuits of your creditors • 

<^ but !" Here the letter 

abruptly terminated. 

F In 
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In a few days after her receiving 
this billet, the flranger b^rd of bis 
Royal Highaeft's dleath. Sbe ie^t 
tQ the perfoas who yyere appointed 
to. examine his papers, requefting 
them to return her pi<5lure and her 
letters. One letter only was found, 
which was feixt ]j^r, ^ w^ll as hei^ 
piAure; and another portrait, which 
afterwards fte prefented to M. de 
Canaerkng, at Fort Monterel, 

The examination, aifter twenty- 
four fittbgs, being eatirely 6ni(hed, 
Meffrs, de Cobes^^l and p,e Neny 
ferioufly coiifiide?edi wbAt fteps wew 
moft proper to be tali^en in cPAfe* 
quence of it. The Court having de» 
fired them to give their opinion, they 
agreed, " That the moft prudent mea- 

" fare 
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*^ fure would be to place the poor 
'^^ girl in fome diftant convent, and 
-** theie keep her, till time flaauld 
■** throw fome light oo this myfterious 
*f affair.^' At the moment when this 
opinion was to have been tranfmitted 
to Vienna, M. de Neny received a 
letter from his father (private fecre- 
tary to the Emprefs) which ftated^ 
that from the examination, which had 
been fcnt frosa time to time to court, 
iier Imperial Majefty had formed a 
very difadvaatageous opinion of the 
Aranger; and that (he was determined 
to tresU her with the irtmoft feverily* 
After reading thefe difpatches, M. de 
Neny's fentimcnts were fo entirely 
changed, that he propofed fending^ 
fhe unhappy prifoner to Bourdeaux^ 
F 2 and 
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and there putting her into the power* 
of her creditors. Hi even fent this 
to Vienna, as his opinion. But the 
Count de Cobenzel, whom no con- 
fideration whatever could induce to 
change thofc fentiments which honour 
and humanity didtated, feared not, in 
behalf of innocence, to difpleafe his 
fovereign herfelf: and wrote as 

follows: 

" Though it appears to me, that the 
" prifoner is not the daughter of the 
" Emperor, there are, however, cir- 
" cumftances in her ftoiy, which 
" throw a myfterious peiplexity over 
" her birth; and in this ftate ofun- 
" certainty, I cannot- be of Monfieur 
" de Neny*s opinion. I likewife* 
"think, that the meafure .propofed 

•' by 
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". by that gentleman, of fending her 
" back to her crcdilx)rs, is repugnant 
" to the well-known cleniency and 
*i benevolence of her Imperial Ma- 
" jefty, and at the fame time mili- 
" tates againft her wi(h, that this 
" affair fhould be buried in filence, 
" as much as poffiblc. If the poor 
" wretch be fent to her creditors, 
" flie will be- reduced to the fatal 
" and horrible altcri^ative of pe- 
" rifliii^ without relief in a prifon, 
" or of feeking fupport in infamy 
" itfelf, by means of her beauty and 
" perfonal recommendations. — And 
" perhaps the Emprefs may be in- 
" duced to pity this unfortunate 
** young woman, when her Ma- 
•* jefty is affured that her morals 
F 3 •* appear 
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^* appear to have been as yet irre- 
•* proachable. Befidcs, to fend her 
** again to Bourdcaux, would be to 
'•* give weight to thofe reports which 

" on^t to be fuppreffed be- 

** caufe all the world will fay, that 
** the impofture not having been 
•* punifhed, the fkory of her birth 
** muft needs have been in fome 
" meafiire believed. The objeftion, 
" that it will he necejfary to /lay her 
**• debts^ if we do not put her j- 
^^ gain in the hands of her creditors^ 
" appears to me triflings when com- 
** pared with thofe ferious evils» 
^* which will refult from following 
*• my colleague's opinion. Her debts 
••do not amount to fixty thoufani 
*«livres — Ihe ha? cffeds of confi- 

" derable 



*'ddtible value at Bbiirdcaui, the 
*' fale of which will produce a great 
" part of that fum; and the reitiaindei: 
** aj^ars to me bciow the confix 
" deration of her Imperial Majefty's 
** muhificent heart. This genfcn^ty 
" will give the Emprefe an abfolutc 
** right to difpofe of the unfortunate 
" prifoner in fuch a manner, as to 
" refcue her from the dangers of fe* 
^^ dudion. My opinicm therefore is, 

" That her Imperial Majefty would 
" do well to fend her to a convent in 
5* the Tirol, or fome other diftant pro- 
** vince of her dominions, where no 
" tumour of the ftory hath hitherto 
" been circulated. — She may there 
*• pafs a life of peace and obfcurity 
^^ at a trifling expence to the Em- 

"prefsj 
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^ prefs; and if time fhould throw 
•• any light on her hiftory, if flic 
** fliould appear to belong to per- 
*^ fons of rank and diftindiiony as 
•* the latge fums put into her hands 
•* lead us to believe, we (hall not 
** have to reproach ourfelves with 
** thofe misfortunes, to which this 
^ young creature will inevitably be 
** expded, if M. de Neny's advice 
" fliould be taken. Indeed, I look 
** upon it to be dangerous on every 
** account. I (hould even prefer the 
" putting the prifoner to death . at 
" once, if this were not totally irre- 
•' concileable with every, idea of her 
" Imperial Majefty's clemency. Should 
*• the Court deign to liften to my 
** opinion, the young lady's property 

** may 



C 73 ] 

** may be fpld, and her debts paicJ,. 
" without any fufpicion on the part 
" of her creditors, that the Emprefs 
" is concerned. And this they n^uft 
" not think, left they (hould be led to 
" fuppofe that her imperial Majefty 
" is aftuated by fomethmg more than 
" mere pity. It will be fufficient to 
" write, as from the ftranger, to a 
" banker at Bourdeaux; ordering 
** him to fell her furniture and ef- 
^^ fedks, and to take an exadt account 
" of her debts: whatever it may be 
" neceffary to add may be fent in 
** the young lady*s name — ^and her 
" creditors, fatisfied with being paid, 
" and havii^ been accuftomed to 
" fee her in pofleffion of confiderabk 
" fums, will have no realbn to fufped 

'^ the 
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*^ the benevdent hahd, which SilSbrd^ 
« her this laft fuccour/* 

This wife advice was not followed; 
and that of the Count dc Neny Wife, 
impra&icable. The Duke de Choifeul 
refufed to grant the paffport neccflafy 
to conduft the unhappy prifoner to 
Bourdeaux. In vain M. de Barr^, 
(Secretary to the Embafly at P^ris, 
and Charg6 des Affaires in the Count 
de Mercy's abfence) reprefentcd to 
the Duke, that her creditors would 
be injured, if their debtor was not 
reftored to them. He feemed to think 
it a plea of no confequenCe, and 
perfifted in his refufal. 

The day before M. de Cobenzers 
death, aftet he had received the fa- 
crament, he faid to a confidential 

friend. 
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friend, who had been made acquainted 
with every circumffiance refpefting the^ 
flranger: ^ 1 have juft received dif- 
^ patches from Vienna, charging me* 
" to acquaint the Court with the- 
" prifoner'^s whole hiftory — by no 
** means to difmifs her — and to take 
" no ftep without frefh orders.*' He 
alluded to a letter juffi received from 
M. de Kaunitz. The Count imme- 
diately burnt it ; adding,, by way of 
reflexion, " You fee an konefl matCs 
** opinion mil Jmetimes prevail!^ 

He died the next day*, and it i& 
probable^ that but for this misfortune,, 
the aiiair would have ended in a very 
different manner. If fimilar orders, 
came to any other perfon, they came 
too late.. 

Four 
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Four days after his death, the 
ftranger was taken out of prifon — a 
Sub-Lieutenant of the Marechauflee 
of Brabant conduced her to Quiev- 
raing, a fmall town between Mons 
and Valenciennes* — fifty louis-d'-ors 
were put into her hands — and (he was 
abandoned to her wretched deftiny. 

* About a day's journey from Calais, orOflend. 



*^* This narrative is a faithful ab- 
JiraSl of the twenty-four examinations 
which M. DE Cobenzel's ne/iheWj 

! the Count de Coroniny, who 
himfelf was prejeni during all of 
thenty communicated to the Author. 
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APPENDIX, 
no. I. 



Extrafted from the Newfpaper call'd "The 
PORCUPINE" of Tuefday, Jan. a;, 1801. 



DEATH 

OF THE 

LADY OF THE HAY-STACK. 



L. 



lATELy died in Guy's Hofpital, 
the once unfortunate celebrated 
Louifa, or Lady of the Hay-Jlackj 
who about eighteen years ago*, was 
found to have taken up her refidence 

under 

* She was firft difcovcred in the year 1776.— 
See Appendix No. 2, 



7? APPRT^WX, N\ I, 

binder that Jkttter^ m the pariftj of 
Bourton, near Bnftol, in a ftate of 
melancholy derangement. She then 
appeared to be under twenty^f years 
of age. This very extraordinary wo- 
man, wbofe ^ tale of woe" was firft 
*oId to the public by Mifs Hannah 
More, has naturally ceafed, for a con- 
siderable time pad, to intereft the 
general curiofity. 

Durir^ feveiral days of her abode 
xinder the hay-ftack (from which fbc 
at laft permitted herfelf to be re^ 
moved with reluiStance) (he was^vi- 
•fited, and regularly fed Iby the 
tcountry-people, till the band of more 
liappy fympathy and compaffion pro- 
vided her better protedtion. As her 

name 
^ About four & tweoty,-i<-Scff A{Veadix,No.«« 
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name was unknown, (he was imme- 
<iliately diftinguiflied by that of 
Louife. It may be gratifying to 
many on this oecafion to learn, that 
during a confiderable interval, in 
which (he afterwards remained in 
retirement, and before fhe was ad- 15 
mitted as incurable injto the afylum 
in which (he died, (1^ was chiefly 
fupported by a voliuntary fubfcription, 
under the management of Mifs 
Hannah More and her (ifters. Thofc 
aftive advocates of humanity, whq 
never yet began a good work a^nd 
grew weary of well-doing, having loft 
the pecuniary a(Sftance of moft others, 
coAtinued to fupply the e^^tra want^ 
and accommodations of the poor fo- 
iitary ftranger, at the expjence of oiore 

than 
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than ten pounds per annum, till her 
deceafe. They would be the laft to 
wilh that fuch an inftance of bene- 
volence ftiould be publicly mentioned; 
but it is a tribute due, not lefs to 
them, than to the interefts of fociety. 
The fame kind, and much the 
fame degree of mental derangement, 
which the " tale of woe** defcribed, 
remained with Louifa to the laft. In 
her general condud fhe exhibited the 
various common evidences of the 
moft confirmed infanity; which, in 
addition to the contraftion of her 
limbs, from her expofufe to cold in 
the open field, and from her conftant 
propenfity to Remain inaftive, ren- 
dered her an objeft of the ftrongeft 
pity* But her infanity was uniformly 

remarkable 
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remarkable in this, that however dif- 
ordered and childiQi her affedioris ^ndf 
refcntments were, (he never could be? 
drawn into any explanation refpefting 
her family, her connexions, or her 
country: however affable and un- 
guarded fhe might fortjetimes appear, 
the moment any perfon put a quef- 
tion, diredly or indiredly, relative to 
thofe topics, or made any allufiori to 
them, however diftant, (he alwa}'S 
changed countenance, a(rumed an 
air of fufpicion, grew grave, and in- 
flexibly filent, or would inftantly 
touch on fome other fubjeft. From* 
her accent /he was undoubtedly of 
German origin^ but though (he knew 
little of Engli(h, (he avoided con- 
ver(ing in any foreign language. Her 
G manners. 
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manners, and occafional movements, 
indicated fuperior rank J and her fre- 
quent exclamations of " dear papa ** 
and " dear mama/* in connexion with 
ideas of equipage and ornaments, led 
to that conclufion. 

Many endeavours were ufed on the 
continent, to trace her family, by 
circulating her defcription and ftory 
in the public prints, but without 
effeft. 

The myfteiy of this filence was too 
remarkable not to confirm the firft 
opinion of her being a perfon above 
the common clafles, with the addi- 
tional probability of fome unhappy 
and treacherous feduftion. This laft 
opinion, from the whole of the dif- 
Irefsful evidence, inclufive of the per- 

fonal 
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fonal part which poor Louifa fome- 
times involuntarily furnifhed, is not 
doubted by tbofe, who, with the 
writer of this article, early faw and 
xlofely obferved her. The convidVion 
that it is poffible for any man, making 
pretenfions to honour, or even of dif- 
tindion from a brutal nature, fo to 
betray, and fo to abandon in a foreign 
land, youth, beauty, the ftrongeft 
fenfibility, and perhaps the moft en- 
gaging innocence, fills the mind with 
horror of t lie deed, and with fhame 
and indignation for the charadleri 
Such profligacy, in this inftance, may- 
have been of foreign produdlion. — 
But comparatively happy would it* 
be for this country alfo, if inftances 
-did not abound among us, of fimilar 
G 2 atrocity* 
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atrocity, in the conduft of thofe, who 
on inferior occafions make high pre- 
tenHons to honour and principle, but 
who feek every opportunity of feducing 
from the abodes of paternal affeftion^ 
or of innocent employment, whatever is 
moft fair and inexperienced ; rioting 
in its ruin for a fhort feafon, and 
then committing the greater crime of 
abandoning it to infamy! The theme 
is, unhappily, too common to need 
proof, and too mournful to be dwelt on. 
The poor departed child of mifery, 
whofe ftory is here revived, exhibits 
too ftrong an inftance of fufFering, 
and excites too much feeling, to be 
permitted to pafs in the common 
•courfe to oblivion, if it could be 
avoided. Under this impreffion, per- 
mit 
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"mit me to attempt fomething in the 
charafter of an EPITAPH. But 
alas! poor Louifa's tablet of re- 
membrance may only be found in 
the fympathetic bofom of a few fur- 
v.iving friends ! 

In yonder duft, iinmark'd for public fame. 
Low reft the relicks of Louiia's fraiDC. 
Poor haplefs fufPrer, of the maniac line! 
Thy wrongs no more a tortured breaft confine. 
Enough for thee, that ling'ring forrow's breath 
Found final refcue in the boon of death! 
Conford be they, who fought thy foul's relief; 
Tormented they, who overwhelmed with grief! 
Accurs'd the crime, that 'reft thy reafon's ray, 
Though thou be ranfmn'd for eternal day 1 
And where frail innocence woul4 vice repel, 
May guardian angels thy fad (lory tell \ 

Bad, Jamiary 20, x8oi. 

G 3 APPENDIX, 



i 86 ] 



APPENDIX, 



N®. 2. 



IiBinthe "GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE," 
forOAober, 1785. (VoL LV. page 791, >; 



Mr. Urban» 



A: 




lT the clofe of your 
review of a late publication, entitled 
" A Narrative of Fafts fuppofed to 
•* throw light on the Hiflory of the 
*^ Briftol Stranger, &c." you exprefs 
a doubt of the poffibility, that Ma- 
demoifelle La Freulen, and the unr 
happy Louifa, can be one and the 
fejBe perfojdr^ grounded on a fuppofed 

diflfereacc. 
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difference in point of age. I confelsr 
that the fubjedl is involved in diffi- 
culty and obfcurity ; while, at the 
fame time, there are feme very ftriking 
cbincidences, of which the public 
may hereafter be informed through 
the medium of your excellent Ma- 
gazine. In the mean time I think it 
my duty to contend for the pojjibility 
abovementioned; and I therefore re- 
queft the infertion of the following 
account of Mademoifelle La Freulen*s 
age, and the fuppofed age of Louifa. 

At the fight of a portrait of the 
Emperor Francis, at the hotel of the" 
Count de Belgioiofo, at Stockholm, 
Mademoifelle La Freulen was, or 
pretended to be, fo affefted, that an 
Hlnefs (whether real or feigned, it 
G4 matters* 



^tters not] was the confequencc^ 
She thea ^OMld not ke more thanjixteen, 
Xhiswas in the; latter end of 1765, 
er the beginning of 1766, for it wat 
iqpji after the death of the Emperor, 
which event took place in the awtumA 
of 1765. Mademoifelle La Freuler^ 
V^as therefore born in the year 1750^ 
or 1749 at the i^tpaoft; and, if now 
livings i§ about fiv^ and thirty years 
old. 

Jt will not, I am fure, be denied 
mp, that conjectures with refpeft to 
the precife age of a ftranger njufl 
^ver be liable to fomQ degree of error. 

I muft avail myfelf a little, an4 
Ihall very little^ of this poftulatum. 

I am informed, on the moll ref/ 
pedahle and undoubted ai^thority^ 

that 



APPENDIX, N\ 2. 89 

that wh^n Louifa was firft di&overed, 
in the year 1776, (he appeared to be 
about four and twenty. According to 
the above ftatement, Mademoifelle 
La Freulen*s age was then only Jix 
and. twenty \ a very trifling difference, 
and not to be adduced in evidence 
againd fadts, if fadis can be obtained 
on the contrary part. 

Your inferting the above will be 
confonant to the candour with which 
your ufeful defign is carried on, to 
the amufement and inforxwtion of 
the public. 

Your's, &c. 

The Tranflator of 

<• A NARRATIVE, &c» 

APPENDIX 
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EXTRACTS OF LETTERS. 



LETTER L 

Brijiol, June 29, 1785.. 

OF the poor unfortunate crea- 
ture who is the fubjeft of your enquiry, 
I know but little more than you will 
find in the endofed narrative.* It is 
now near four years fince flie fell into 
my hands: fhe ftill continues in the 

fame 
* The « TALE of REAL WOE," Sec p. xvifc 
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feme fituatiori in which Ihe was then ) 
placed; it is a private houfe of the j 
beft reputation for the reception of i 
perfons in her unhappy circumftances. 
By the attention^ of a very fkilful 
Phyfician Ihe is much mended in her 
health, but her intellefts grow worfe 
and worfe> and for fome time there 
has been, more of idiotifm than lu- 
nacy in her manners and behaviour. 
She has once, and I think once only,. 
Ipoken German to a Danifli perfon 
who tried her in that language, to 
whom fhe talked of Slefwick, as of a 
place at which fhe had lived. This 
was the only moment in which any 
thing of her native language or 
country ever efcaped hen 

When. 
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When we firft knew her, I think 
(he could not have been above three 
or four and twenty; her beauty is 
now quite gone — (he is miferably 
thin, and is really a melancholy 
fpeftacle. 

I (hall be impatient to Jcarn what 
communications your friend has to 
make; although my hopes of a difcovery 
have been growing Icfs fanguine every 
day, and indeed for the laft two years 
I have fat dawn in quiet hope- 
lefTnefs, and have difcontinued every 
kind of enquiry. Before that tijme, no 
ftep has been left untried; Count 
Mar6clial tranflated the little nar- 
rative inclofed into German; and a 
'Ijady of high diftin^Slipn, refidcnt in 
this country, had the goodnefs to fend 
* *'•' it 
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it to the newfpapers of Vienna, and 
thofe of other large cities in<jermany : 
it was publilhed too in mod of the 
great towns in France. 

I forgot to fay, that the difconfolate 
Louifa once confeffed that her father 
had confined her in a Convent, in 
order to punifh her for refufing to 
marry a man of his choice, and to 
hinder her from marrying one of her 
own ; and that (he had efcaped from 
thence; that thefc misfortunes, to- 
gether with the guilt of flight, and 
dread of deteftion had turned her 
brain. But when preflfed again on 
the fubjeft, (he either did not re- 
member, or elfe chofe to deny that 
(he had ever made fuch a confeflion. 

LETTER 
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LETTER n. 

^riftoly July^i, 1785. 

I purpofely deferred writing 
^o you till I had feen the poor Louifa. 
I went to her yetterday. I muft tf II 
you, that (he does not live in Briftol, 
but at the diftance of fome miles 
from thence, at the houfe of a very 
humane and refpedtable perfon. I 
took care to furnifli my memory 
with all the neceffary documents from 
the " Narrative," but had the grief 
to find, that neither the repetition of 
the names or fadls made the leaft 
impreffion. I could not obtain her 
^attention for a moments and when 

ihc 
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Ihe pef ceived I wiftied to watch her 
countenance, Ihe wrapped up her face 
in her blanket, the only kind of co- 
vering which at prefent fhe fuffers to 
approach her. 

As to the narrative, it is Angularly 
curious and intcrefting in itfelf, ab- 
ftradedly confidered: its relation to 
Louifa is at lead very probable; there 
is nothing which corrtradifts or op- 
pofes the poffibilify of the identity of 
Mademoifelle Freulen and Louifa. 
I believe I never told you, that (he 
has a particular paflion for bracelets 
and miniature pi6tures, with the moft 
fovereign contempt . for every other 
ornament. Of a Qiieen Anne*s half- 
crown fhe is vaftly fond ; fhe has fome- 
4imes defired to have one fewed on a 

black 



96 APPENDIX, 11^ 5. 

black ribboa; faid it miKh ttftmbled 
hcT mamma; would wear it on hef 
arm, and kifs it with great delight: 
but ibe has now no pleafure in any 
thing. 

I muft not omit one p^ticular. 
A gentlewoman, born and bred at 
Altona, and wife to a Captain of a 
Danifb (hip, refident in Briftol, once 
went to fee Louifa when (he was un- 
der the Hay^^ck; witi herjhe talked 
GermaHj and told her (he had lived 
at Slefwick, had been in a convent, 
^ and had efcaped with her lover. By 
a fbrange revolution of fortune this- 
foreigner, (who is genteel and well- 
behaved) is reduced to be a feper- 
intending fervant in the very houfe 
where Louifa is confined^ and has the 

chief 



APPENDIX, N°, J. 97 

diief care of her. Louifa, remem- 
bering the former confidence fhe had 
made her, was offended at the fight 
of her, and never could be prevailed 
on to renew the converfation; though 
fee frequently fpeaks feort fentences to 
her in German, particularly if fhe wants 
tea, or has any other favour to alk. 

One ftriking circumftance which 
concurs with the narrative is, that 
I never could prevail on htr to hok in a 
booh^. Being once prefled to it, fee 
cried out, " No, reading is ftudy, and 
** ftudy makes me mad." Books 
have been left in the room, but, 
though fee has been narrowly 
watched, fee has never been obferved 
to read in any of them. 

H I 

* See "LOUISA," page ai. 
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I made the Danifh woman talt 
German to her laft night, which 
threw her into a violent paffion. To* 
this woman I have given the prin- 
cipal names in the narrative, witb 
direftions to mention them as (he- 
finds occafion. She never rifes from 
J her bed of ftraw — on that (he lies 
I quietly, and is harmlefsand ftupid;, 
1. but if they attempt to drcfs her, or 
^ put her on a comfortable bed, (he is 
outrageous. It is happy, however^ 
that (he never requires to be treated 
with har(hnefsj ;the utmoft of her 
violence amounting but to ftiort fits 
of refentment, on being difturbed 
from her indolent repofe. 

LETTER 
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L E T t E R IIL 

Brijiolj Auguft 24, 1^785. 

I had the favour, a few 
days ago, of a letter from your friend, 
dated from Buxton : but as he men- 
tions being on a tour, he wifties me 
to addrefs my anfwer to you, who 
are (I prefume) acquainted with his 
prefent place of reiSdence. 

Your friend and you will be 
furprifed that I can anfwer pofitively 
the very important and ftriking quef- 
tion refpefting the wounds and fears 
of La FreulenJ; he is of opinion that 
if the fame are found on the perfon 
of Louifa it would almoft fully iden- 
tify them. Now it is very certain, 
H 2 and 

X Sec "LOUISA," page 42. 
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and very lingular, that poor Louifa 
has a very large wound on the lower 
part of her heady behind her ear; flie 
has alfo a large fear upon her bread,. 
which feems to have been occafioned 
by a very confiderable wound;, the 
latter we always fufpefted to have 
been a mark of violence, and 1 wonder 
it never occurred ta me to mention it 
to you. Whether Ihe has any wound 
upon her fiu/I, properly fo called, I 
have yet had no opportunity of exa^. 
mining; but thofe which I have 
mentioned, form furely a ftrange 
co-incidence.. 

I have written to a friend, who 
knew the Emperor Francis, to alk if 
the lower part of his face projeded a 
little, or, as it is vulgarly called if he 

was 
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mas under-hung. T/iat is the cafe 
\vith Louifai and I am affured that 
the faces of the prefent Emperor and 
*the Queen of France are of that 
rfbrm — their piftures certainly are fo. 



LETTER IV. 

Briftol^ OSlober 5, 1785. 

I do not think I have aded 
^irly in having kept from you for fo 
long a time the information I in- 
tended to have fent you on a fubjedt 
in which you have been fo interefted. 
Not fatisfied with the former dif- 
<:overies I communicated to you, I 
H 3 caufed 
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caufed Louifa*s hair to be cut very 
clofe, and on her fcull difcovered the 
Jcar of an old wound*. This is furely 
very ftrong evidence. Did I ever tell 
you, that I caufed your book to 

be put into *s hands? I have 

however heard nothing from that 
quarter, tho' I wrote a letter ftrongly 
expreffing my belief of the identity 
of La Freulen and Louifa; but I 
probably (hall have further information 
on this fubjeft. 

Judge of my aftonifhment the 
other day, to hear my name cried 
about the ftreets, in concert with that 
of Loui{a, by an itinerant vender of 
dying fpeeches and half-penny ballads. 
I flopped the man, and bought one of 

his 
* See « LOUISA," page 4a. 
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liis papers, which will probably divert 
you as much as it did me. It is juft 
vfuch a mixture of truth, fable, and 
xafh concluGon, as we find makes up 
ihe fum of mod hiftory, ancient and 
modern. I inclofe it for your 
amufement.* 



* "The wandering Young Lady||. — Being a 
ifaithfull Account of the Birth, Travels, and 
Sufferings, of the YOUNG LADY, who 
about 4 years ago was taken from a Hay 
Stack, at Bourton, in the County of Somerfet, 
Avhere (lie had taken up her Refidence for near 
4 years, and who as it fince appears is a na- 
tural Daughter of the late Emperor of Ger- 
many. — Near four years ago a young woman 
flopped at the above village, and beggal the re- 
frefhment of a little milk. There was fome- 
•thing fo attra£live in her whole appearance as 
to engage the attention of all around her, (lie 
was extremely young and ftrlkingly beautiful, 
her manners graceful and elegant, and coun- 
tenance interefting to the laft degree : (he was 
;alone — a ftranger — and in extreme diftrefs, 

yet 

II Frintcd Ferbatim from the Paper. 
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yet fhe uttered no complaint, and ufed no arts 
to receive compaffion. — Her whole deportment 
and converfation bore vifible marks offupc- 
Tior breeding, yet there was a wildnefs, 
and want of confidency in all (he faid and did. 
All day (lie wandred about in fearch of a 
place to lay her wretched head, and at night 
a(?tually took up her lodgings under an old hay 
flack. The neighbouring ladies remonilrated 
with her on the danger of fo expofed a fitu- 
ation, but in vain ; their bounty fupplied her 
•with the neceflkrics of life, but neither prayers 
nor any mean^ could induce her to fleep in a 

J houfe, as Ihe fometimes difcovered evident 
marks of infanity, fhe was at length brought 

: and confined in St. Peter's Hofpital in the City 

; of Briftol. 

I pafs over this period of her hiftory — it is 
too touching for my own feelings : — It would 
too tenderly afFeft the fenfibility of the reader. 
At length fhe made her efcape, with all the 
fpeed her fmall remains of flrength allowed, fhe 
Hew to her beloved hay flack, though it was 
fix miles from the place of her confinement. 
Her rapture was inexprefiible on finding herfelf 
at liberty, and once more fafe beneath this mi- 
ferable flielter. 

Hardfliip, ficknefs, intenfe cold, and ex- 
treme mifery have gradually injured her health, 
and impaired her beauty, but flie is flill a mofl 
intcrcfting figure j there is an uncommon 

fweetnefs 
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iiwcetnefs and delicacy in her air and manner.; 
fhe is above all that vanity fo common to her 
vfex, for fhe will neither wear nor accept of any 
finery or ornaments, but hangs them on the 
buihes as below her attention. — Her way of 
life is the moil harmlefs and unoffending that 
'Can be immagined ; every fine morning flic 
walks round the village, converfes with the 
poor children, makes them little prefents of 
:luch things as are given her, and receives others 
in return, flie will take nothing except milk 
and tea, or the moft fimple diet. No means 
have been left unattempted by the neigh- 
bouring ladies to prevail on her to live in a 
houfe, but her conftant reply is, ** that trouble 
•and mifery dwell in houfes, and that there is no 
happinefs but in liberty and frefti air." From 
a certain peculiarity of expreffion, with a flight 
foreign tm<ftnre, in her pronunciation and in 
►the conftruiftion of fome fentences, fome have 
been led to conje<flure, flie is not of this coun- 
try, various attempts have been made at dif- 
ferent times to draw from this circumftance 
fome knowledge of her religion. About a 
year ago a gentleman fpoke to her in the lan- 
guage of the Continent, flie appeared uneafy, 
j-eftfefs, and embarraffed, but when he addrefled 
her in German, her emotion was too great to be 
fiipprofled, flie turned from him and biirft into 
tears. This Anecdote which is told in the 
jneighbourhood was a few days ago related td 

tW0 
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"two .gendemeiu who from humanity were 
*led to vifit this forlorn creature. One of thena 
who fpoke German fluently, made the expe- 
riment ; flic was evidently confufed, bluihed, 
and by accident, or knowledge in the language, 
anlwered fome quedions in Englifh, but as if 
ihe had been hurried into an imprudence, flic 
Tartl'ully changed the fubje<El, and denied 
'having underilood ^hat had been faid to her 
in German. 

This unfortunate lady being thus reduced te 
a ftate of ideotifm, the benevolent Mifs Hannah 
Moore, taken care of her, and provided a per- 
:fon to attend her at fiitton, in the County of 
Gloucefter. 

Now what renders it evident that flie is the 
natuil'l daughter of .the late Emperor of Ger- 
many, is his having fome time before his death, 
written to his AmbaiTador at Bmflells, con* 
cerning her^ and in which he recommends her 
to his care and proteiflion in the ftrongeft terms ; 
.and in confequence the .Ambaflador iiipply'd 
her with money and efFefts 'till after the Ejn- 
peror*s death. — Soon after which the Emprefs 
caufed her to be arretted in France and put in 
prifon, where flie remained fome time, 'till at 
iiength being difcharged, fifty Louis d'Ors were 
given her and flie was abandoned to her fate.— 
The Ambaflador too dying about this time flic 
had now no friend, and the Emprefs was her 
•determined enemj, as may be feen by the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing letter fent to her AmbaiTador at BruC- 
^ells, to which place {he had been fent from 
France to be examined. 

" This wretch wlfhes to pafs for the 
Slaughter of our late Royal Matter — if there 
were the leaft probability in the ftory, I would 
l-ove her, and treat her like one of my own 
children: — but I know that it is an impofture; 
and I wifh every poffible effort to be made that 
this unhappy creature may no longer profane 
•the dear and venerable name of our departed 
Lord." — Her Majefty recommended the 
ilriiflefl fecrecy in carrying on the biifinefs — 
and added, that this adventure already made too 
much noife, and that all Europe would foon 
ring of it. 

it is probable (he foon after this came over 
to England, in hopes of finding fome Friend 
who would efpoufe her caufe, but it does not 
appear that any ever did 'till by her misfortunes 
flie was rendered unable to give a proper ac- 
count of herfelf, and no wonder (he iliould lofe 
her fenfcs when it is confider'd that from being 
the daughter oi the Emperor of Germany, 
fhould be reduced to a worfe (ituation than the 
meaned beggar in the Khigdom, who at the 
worfl of times have aplaceoffettlement — ^as to 
the Emprefse's envy it is not to be wonder'd at, 
ihe bein^ a love-child, mufl h^ve naturally cre- 
ated jelloufy in her breaft — but totally to 
abandon her was the utmofi cruelty, upon the 

whole, 
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'ivhole, every one who reads this account, m«ft 
pity the unhappy lady^ who 'from being half 
iifter to the prelent Emperor of Germany and 
• to the Queen of France, is by her mifortuties 
reduced to the (late of infanity, and fupportcd 
by, charity in a ftrange Country." 



1. E T T E R V. 

Bathy February 9, i8ox. 

The account of poor Louiik 
m the public papers was written by a 
:gentleman who had witneffed her for- 
lorn ftate under the hay-ftack. He 
rather over-rates my fervices. I felt 
'happy about three weeks ago in 
;^paying her funeral expences, and 
4:hankfu] .that the poor irrational was 

^removed 
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removed from this dark and difordered' 
world to a world of peace and reft. 

Of her latter years I have little to* 
communicate. Finding the recovery 
ef her limbs as. hopelefs^ as that of 
her underftanding,. and fearing that 
flie might eventually be left in a fitua- 
tion wholly unprotected, I obtained 
for her an afylum in the Hofpital,. 
allowing a certain fum annually to 
cloathe her, and to furnilh her with 
fuch comforts as fhe had been ac- 
cuftomed to enjoy. I vifited her 
more than once in this her laft re- 
treat, till (he had fo far loft all fenfi- 
bility or knowlege of me, as to make 
it no longer necefiary. I inclbie 9 
letter which I received about three 
weeks ago from the perfoa wha 

had 
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had long been my agent in paying; 
for and watching oyer poor Louifa*, 
It will only mark the day of her fu- 
neral, and let you fee that there i^ 
nothing to be coUefted about the clofe 
of her life. 

* See "LETTER VI." 



LETTER VI. 

London^ January 12, 1801^ 

Madam, 

I fully intended informing 
you long before this of the happy 
releafe of poor Louifa. She had been 
very ill fome time, and could eat very 

little. 
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ffttle, (nothing indeed but foft nu- 
tritious food) and was at la(t carried 
off rather fuddenly. 

No alteration took pace in her mind 
to the lafl. 

Louifa died on the 1 9th^ and was- 
interred on the 23d of December^ 
She was buried in the ground be- 
longing to the HofpitaL 

I dare not but fay the change was 
merciful : her life was mifery, and its 
continuation not to be defired^ 

THE ENDi 



Norbury, Printer, 
N«w-BreatforU. 
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P O S T S C R I P T, &c. 

March 28, 1 80 1. 

fit The Tranflator, having juft received 
the following authentic memoir from a moft 
refpe^lable quarter, is happy in being permitted 
to add it to his collect ions on the fubjedt of 
Louifa. 



January 14, 1787. 
Memorandum reffie3ing Louifay the 
Lady of the Hay-flacky whom I vi- 
fltedy in company wiih ****** 
********,. Efq. at a village about 
four miles from Brifloly while flie was 
under the care of Mr. Henderfon^ \ 
keeper (f a private mad-houfe.. \ 

JL HE firft circumftance which 

ftruck me was the appearance of 

youth exhibited in the countenance 

of Louifa; who had been flated to 

Ez be 
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be more than thirty years of age, as 
fer as could be conjeftured. I (hould 
have conceived her to be no more 
than twenty five;, andynotwithftanding 
the injuries which her fituation and 
mode of life mull inevitably have 
occafioned to her looks, (he has ftill a 
very pleafing countenance. Inters 
cfting it certainly is in a high de- 
gree, but it is not eafy to fay how 
much this impreffion is to be attri- 
buted to the previous knowlege of her 
ttory. She has fine, expreflive, black 
eyes and eye-brows — her complexion 
is wan, but not fickly — her under jaw 
projedls a little, and I fancied I could 
diftinguifli fome thing of the Auftriai* 
lip; but it was not decidedly marked r. 
her nofe has nothing particular, is o£ 



.POSTSCRIPT, 5 

£3i moderate fize, neither aquiline nor 
retroujfe — her hair is very dark, if not 
•black, and in length about a year or 
ti year and a half *s growth, not being 
^hick, but coming down on her forehead? 
her arm and hand are delicate, with 
imall long fingers, moid to the^touch. 
Upon being addrefled, (he lifted up 
iier eyes, and having articulated fome 
-incoherent words, (lie compofed herfelf 
again. Being told " that the gentle- 
** men were friends who came to fee 
" her," (he fmiled, and moved her 
under-lip for fome time without pro- 
-nouncing a word. This- praftice, 
^hich exhibited more of the idiot 
4han any other part of her behaviour, 
ihe foon left off, when we began to 
draw her into a fort of converfation. 
B3 *• Where 
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" \Vhere is papa?" — " Is mama 
come for me to take me away?'* 
i¥ere the firfl. words flie uttered, 
j which were frequently reiterated du- 
\ ring our flay. By addreffing her in a 
Arain of familiar kindnefs, many re- 
plies were drawn from her, and fhc 
ifeemed gratified by our joining in her 
•laugh; which under any other cir- 
cumftances would be efteemed a very 
pleafant one. 

The mode of her fpeaking EnglWh, 
•tho' imperfed, we could not abfo- 
lutely pronounce to be that of a fo- 
^. reigner, but rather that of an infant; 
[ ^ (he frequently omitted the con- 
, /ledting particles — and fometimes 
' €nadc ufe of childifh epithets. 

Our 
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Our firfl: entreaty was that flie 
-would reach out her hand, in order 
that by this kind of falutation, we 
flight gain an opportunity of ob- 
ferving the grace with which (he had 
been faid to move it. There was a 
delicacy in her manner of giving it; 
and we had further occafion to re- 
mark, that her motions and attitude 
(as far as her pofture would admit) 
were thofe of a perfon who had been 
in no common line of life. 

We were generally obliged to repeat i 
a queftion feveral times, before (he 
would return an anfwer; not becaufe > 
(he did not comprehend it, but either j 
from indifference, which gradually | 
diminifhed, or warinefs to avoid being i 
•entrapped by leading queftions, againfl: 

which 
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which it was very evident, in fpite oF 
her infanity, that (he was conftantly 
endeavouring to guard; though now 
and then, when her fpirits were raifed, 
(he was led into replies that threw a 
glimmering of light on what (he had 
laboured to conceal. This myfterious 
conduft, which was probably at firll 
the efFeft of defign and refolution, is 
now the confequence of habit. 

Some of the many unconnected 
queftions and anfwers which paflTed 
are as follows; but it muft be pre- 
mifed, that, inftead of adverting to 
what we ^iked, (he more ufually 
talked of " Mama's coming to take 
her away," and other fentences, which, 
as we were informed by thofe about 
her, (he was in the habit of uttering. 

«*Do 
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*« Dp you find it cold, Louifa.?^ 
[{tht door {landing open.) 

" No, 'tis warm here/' 

•*' Do you love the fire?" 

" No, no, fire nafl:y,'V (with an ex- 
preflive fi-own). 

"We are your>fricnds, we are come 
to take you away from hence; will you 
go with us?" 

" Yes, (with "^ emotion) but mama 
muft come and bring me clothes, I 
muft be drefled," (pointing her hands 
towaitis her neck and (houlders, and 
moying her fingers about, as when we 
defcribe the finery. of female drefs). 

" We (hall go in a coach and four 
horfes, and we will make them gallop; 
and the people (hall admire us as wc 
.pafs along." 

Here 



y 



' Here (he burft into a fit of buighter 
and a fort of exultation, as if enjoying, 
the idea of parade. 

« Agd we flball let all the glafles 
idown." 

" No, that will be too cold.'* 
' By this anfwer, and other minute 
<ircumftaaces, Ihe appeared to have a 
proper notion of a cairiage, and to 
have been ufed to one. 

« But where (hall we drive to?** 

"Home!" 

" But where, to what home?'* 

*' Oh, here and there, backwards 
and forwards, all round about/* 
(waving her hand). 

. " Shall we, Louifa, (pointedly) 
fiiall we drive to Bohemia?" 

^^ That isjiapd's own country.^* 

This 
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This remarkable atifwer came from 
3ier in a perfeftly fair and direft man- 
ner, after (he had been in a train of 
•talking and laughing, and when Ihe 
might be fuppofed to be off her guard. 
We took the opportunity of joining 
in her laugh, and afking other queftions 
before her fpirits had time lo fubfide, 
or her warinefs returned; but our de- 
fign was not fuccefsful. She would 
inftantly aflume a ferious, and even a 
fuUen look, when (he thought our 
interrogations impertinent. Some- 
times flie evaded them in a different 
manner. She talked much about a 
filler. We offered to call her — 

" But how fhall we addrefs her? 
What is her name?'* 

« She 
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" She will tell you when (he comes/' 
{with a fignificant airy. 

" Is your filler like you5:Louifa?" 

She laughed. 

" If (he is like you (lie is very pretty." 

A fort of blufh came over her 
cheek, and, cafting down her eyes, 
with a coquetti(h fmile, (he tried to 
hide her face in the ftraw of her bed. 

When fpoken to in French (he 
feemed (but not very decidedly) to 
underftand it, and .particularly, when 
defired, in. that language, to give her 
hand at parting, fhe reached it out; 
but the correfponding aftion on our 
part might poflibly have induced her 
to do this, independently of the re- 
quefti certainly, however, when ad- 
dreifed in French, (he did not give lefs 

figns 



i^ostscript; ry. 

figns of intelligence than when fpokenr 
to in Engllfti, nor did (he exprefs by. 
her countenance any furprife at the 
change of language. She did not 
however fpeak a word of French, i 
tried a few words of German, at which 
flie burft into immoderate fits of 
laughter,as if at my awkward pronun- 
ciation of it, and mifapplication of 
words. No French phrafe addrefied 
to her had the fame efFeft. 

When the difcourfe ran on the fub- 
jeft of travelling, I mentioned a va- 
riety of towns in Europe, but without 
being able to perceive any concomitant 
emotion. When afked if fhe liked 
Bruflels, fhe feemed to contraft- a look 
of difpleafure or difguft: — and I think 
the fame, when Bruffels-lace was men- 
tioned* 
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tioned to her* I talked about crofling. 
the fca, and of fea-ficknefe* No par- 
ticular words dropped from her^ but 
fhe appeared to grow ferious and re- 
ferved, and to difcourage the fubjeft- 

She frequently talked of drefs, and 
by her aftion feemed to exprefs an 
expectation of, and a defire for fine 
clothes,* but (he concluded her brokea 
fentenccs with faying,, "They muft 
be like this — and the colour of this,'* 
pointing to the ftraw, and fometimes^ 
to the blanket which lay loofely over 
her. I believe (he never mentioned 
drefs without that provifo* 

" Will you have your hair dreffed,. 
Louifa?" 

« Oh, 

* In point of fkft, Ihe never could be pre- 
vailed on to wear them. This was therefore 
one of the irregularities of wayward infanity. 
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^ Ob, no, no,*' (with a look of in- 
clignation, which was repeated when 
I talked of powder) " my hair muft 
be thus," (pointing to and laying de- 
licate hold of the ringlets on her 
forehead) " and when I go home it 
will flow down my back and (houlders, 
or come down here," pointing to them. 

This laft was exprefled partly by 
aftion and partly by words, the par- 
ticular phrafe, excepting in fhort re- 
plies, not being always exaftly col-* 
lefted, tho* her idea was perfeftly 
intelligible. 

The term 'Papa (he applied in a ^ 
vague and incoherent manner; fome- j 
times to the gentleman (Mr. Hen- 
derfon) who, has the charge of her,, 
and at times to fome unknown perfon 

at 
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at a diftance, to whofe home (he talEed ' - 
of going. 

There is a peculiarity in her entin- 
Giation, approaching, but not amount- 
ing, to a Irfp, or as when the tongue- 
flightly touches the under row of 
teeth. Her voice is fpft and feminine, 
and I never heard her loud, except in' 
her fits of laughter; but pur inter- 
view did not excesd an hour, and her 
humours are faid to be. various — to 
us fhe was good-natured, and I might 
almoft fay,. affable. After the door 
was locked on her, we could hear her 
laughing.. In fpite of the mifery of 
her condition,, fhe feems not to be 
unhappy. 

THE END. 

MOBBVRY4 FAIMTKR, BRJBNTrOB»« 
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